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Abstract

This thesis traces the experience of hommgrationand belonging of an

intergenerational group of Chileans who have remained in the UK after bgilegl &y

the Pinochet regime (19781 pcpn 0 @ ¢ KS / KAE Sy RAIF AL NI 27
RAFALIZNIFraQ K2 NBE y2i ThaUKIAA 3 RKLIBENRG If NRI &
O2YUSYLERNINE KAAGZ2NREBD® ¢KA& O ansetti@spatidh NE A Y
and temporal delimitations and to reveal alternative geopolitical connections and social
webs.The research involka multrmethod and multisite ethnography. Through

biographical accounts, fieldwork conductedsity, and both archive andontemporary
photographs, | followd a web of social scenes datifrgm the 1970s. Longtanding
RAIFALI2NRARO a20Alft aoOSySa Fftt2g F2NI I 02y O0S
continuity and change, and in relation to diverse public domains rather tihan i

seclusion. Through social scenes, hemaking is achieved through embodied practices,
material objects and physical landscap@gnamics that allow for grounded approach

to diaspora and home, both of which emerge as a process rather than as lgivbis.

ANRdzy RSR I LILINE I OK3X R Adaadd@miries Sill riatted. T NR O €
focus is on how they are reinstated and made to matter in the local pre3betthesis
wasaccompani€e by anexhibitionwhich presentd different research materialto

provideto the reader alternative means to navigate and weave the lines that connect

GKS a0SySaQ RATTS NS Camplénsentibgetiewvittaniadcduat, | Y R &
offeredl Y2 NB OAGAR | LIINE I OK ¢ @utiiekaddd 8 OSy SaQ (
atmosphees.Moreover, the exhibition establistiea parallel between ethnographic

NBEaSI NOK Iqbdth invdveananaghng, daSsifying, arranging and selecting
w202S0G4aQ> +ta ¢Stf |a dzaAy3d 2ySQa (yz2sft SR
public. Asaform of assembled eney, the exhibition also contributkto an

interactive, multidimensional and dynamic understanding of home.
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Introduction

A group ofmen, women and childregradually start to assemble in front of the Chitea
embassyon Old Queen Road, a small and quiet street that is aladivie-minute walk

from the busy streets near Parliament in London. Facing the building, Alex, his mother
and another old woman are holding a wide and long cajwhasch covers almost the

whole of their bodies. Emulating a commemorative wall, it contains black and white
portrait photographs showing the youthful faces of some of the killed and disappeared
victims of the Chilean dictatorship. At the front, a woman in her late fifties stands a

NBIl Ra (KS @utudBehindtheycan¥a$, a woman in her twenties raises a
Chilean flagand a group of veteran grdyaired ladies chat together. Nancy assigns

them the task of taking turns in reading the names. Miguel arrives, walking taivard
commemorative picket, smiling and waving. He is followed by his mother, Luisa, and by
his little daughter, Danae, who jumps and runs up to meet Lea, who is already sitting
down on the floor playing with her set of pink tea cups. Three tourists wallhdbe

street. They move their heads inquisitively in both directions, scrutinizing the embassy
building and the growing crowd facing it. They take some pictures and soontteave

OF NNE 2y GKSANI aA3IKGAUSXEI DA U.Patinfichiktdbh v 8 2
2yQ fAGGES [ SIF YdzZNYdzZNEZ 6KAES  o0dzyOK 27
YF{Ay3 GKS Olyo@dla FtdziaSN®» ' £ SEQa Y2{KSNJ
display. The shifts allotted to the members of the assembhgé&al the names and to

hold up the linen wall are constantly rotated amongst the intergenerational group of
participants. They are standing, literally, with their feet in British territory and opposite

the official Chilean administrative terrain, with theirtefacts and vibrant corporeal

presence transiently occupying this particular space.



Where are they(l.ondon,1980s. By Fidel Corde

Early in the week of the 38l Yy A GSNEI NE 2F (GKS W2ISNIKI
D2ISNYNYSFgHR AYyOBAGSR (2 LI NXhatiodk placy aitdide Wa & Y ¢
the Chilean Embassy in London, bith September nmm® { Ay OS GKS [/ ¢
arrival in the UK during the 1970s, this spot has been a meeting place, and a point of
attraction for a wider spectrum of leftwing activists from Chile and their syimpats.
Foralmosta year, | had been following the stories and the moves of many of the actors

who had converged there. Bhis point, | had become aware that like other spaces
produced and occupied by the Chilean diaspora and regardless of an apppsdial
delimitation ¢ this picket line was connected to a wider set of places, spheres and
temporalities. This demonstratiorwas not only part of a wider social scene created
around commemorationand activism, but it was also connected to other scenes
related to leisure and popular culture. The entanglement of these different scenes,
these people and their trajectories denoted further complexities involved in the making

of diasporaspagd YR (G KS [/ KAf SIY RALl &L} NI $phereziS | NOK

which this research attends.
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This study traces the experiences of an intergenerational group of the Chilean
diaspora whose current lives ifhe UKare geopolitically and historically a product of
the military coupthat took placeon 11th Septembed973in Chile. Theoup d'étatlead
by the dictator Augusto Pinochet brought into existence one of the longest and most
NEBLINEAaAGBS RAOOIFG2NBKALA Ay (KS KA&AG2NE -
2T GKS 62NI RQa TANBRUG R®YMAONIs ivdll@d dnd aF theSf S O
longest democratic traditions in the history of the continent. The beginning of this
regime, along with persecution, imprisonment, torture, killing and disappearance,
meant the exile of a thousand people, particularly tHal€an left and the followers of
the overthrown president Salvador Allende. The National Office of Return estimates
that less than half of them have returnegbetween 400,000 and 600,006xilesstill
remain abroad, either as first or second generatig@srnejo 2008; Wright and Ofate
2007) In this researchl refer those who arrived in the context ofhé Pinochet
dictatorship and their offspringg & (G KS W/ K Avitls yyspebific kaSdelRgNT Q =

the Chilean diasporaf London.

While acknowledgingthe dictatorship and exile as points of departure, |
propose that researching the lives of this intengeational group in a podictatorial
context, in a global city like London, requires gbin 6 S & 2 ydRd |80Krts athednQ
differently. | want to offer a different approach to this group by exploring how Chilean
SEAf Sa KI @S 02YS Lit DSIHNRR dzrEBKASINREE | 13 LIFIREENING yAT,
NI} KSNJ 0KIFy | WRSaAANB F2NJ I K2YStFyRQ> A
promotesti KS WYl {Ay3 2F | K2YS | ¢1984) thirdiBhY K2\
immaterial aspects (e.g. memonyarratives) as well as localized and tangible outcomes
(e.g. bodies, performances, textures). It does sadyzii G Ay 3 Ay ONBI GA DS
LI I OS 2@ yRSAPBRQI 4 2wl edeyehce of localifyiore, 10R).S W
Diaspora spaces are nsimply sites of trauma, mourning and dislocatibat alsosites
for new beginnings. As diverse scholars have shown, memories of past homes can have
a productive and tangible force in the creation of new places of belonging in the
present (Blunt 2003; Puw&007; Ehrkamp 2006

11



The experiences of the Chilean diaspora of London involve particular
geopolitical trajectories and historical grievances. These not only have marked their
dispersal, home(land) orientations and solidarities, but they also suffuse #ctual
engagement with their current places of settlement. Latin Americans are not directly
linked to the Commonwealth ofhe UK & FT2NXYSNJ O2f 2yASad ! a
interesting standpoint to look at other emerging diasporic formations (Reman
Velazquez 2009). IThe UE WRALF aL12 NI Q KlFa o6SSy I KSdzN
reflect upon the experience of settlers from the former colonies. Diasporas emerge
TNRY Wi a8y ONBGAO RE& yiconizatiods and Bamgloday Y 2 {
Y A 3 NJ Hal sugirfa¥izes (2012, 29). The spatial and social configurations to which
this research attends, however, are invigorated by actors whose migrant routes are not
Of SFNIT & O2yySOGSR (2 . NARIOGFAYQa AYLISNRLFAAZ
mobilized by a postcolonial struggle (cf. Gilroy 1993; cf. Werbner 2002). Chileans form
2yS 2F (K2aS WySg RAIFaALRNIraQ dKIFG KIF@S S
(Brah 2012, 173; Van Hear 1998). The political and historical specificity of this group
artA Odzf  6S& yR NB@SIta tSaa O01y2sft SRISR (
between Chile and the UK which this thesis interrogates from a diasporic frame.
Temporal and spatial, political and cultural, historical and contingent contrivances are

unraveled and exposed by this group.

Furthersocial, political and historical procesgwsve unfolded globally,as well
aslocallyin the sending andeceivingcountries since the beginning of their journeys
Ly NBfFGA2Yy (2 [ KAdgingin 199&i®wes yirRiallpafl extlesd 3h@d OK S
GKSANI FLEYAEfASEA (2 O2YS o0l OY2UK2Y$ @ I £ KBNS
O2y il Ol 6A0GK IyR NBftlFIOGAZ2Y (G2 GKS WK2YSftly
constraints that always frame mint displacementgVan Hear 1998)While many
people decided to stay in thUK, the end of the dictatorship also intensified return
movements towards ChiJenovements that in some cases and for diverse reasons,
were followed by remigration flows back td he UKI will expand on thee processes
the next chapter. So far, is important to note that these differenéxperiencescome

handin-handwith shifting notions of home.

12



Diverse changes have also taken place in the UK. The transition from a Labour
Government to Thatcherism in the late 1970s, and the events that unfoldedglher
mandate, marked the lives of Chileans exiles in the UK and their daily forms afgbolit
engagement Besidesthe ongoing arrival of.atin Americas since the 1970s and its
intensification from the 1990&ave involvedhe formation of internally diverse Latin
American transnational communities, as wellnesv solidarities and tensions among its
members (Ramirez 2014Yhe rising influx of Latin Americahas also contributed to
the increag of the W& dARISBE NE S Q O dry(Viehdver 2@7)F whire hath
Americars are one of the fastest growing migrant groups (Mcllwaine 20Wider
transformations and milestonesuch as the end of the CoM/ar, the war against
terrorism, the RA & O 2 dzN& S &nulticRlyiral ha#cikEas W | rgcBnt econont
recessions havalsol f 4 S NB R choites Widd ¥anstréints to move and navigate
across the city(Van Hear 1998; Vertovec and Wessendorf 20B@0manVelazquez
2009.

4

| explore how those transformationg KA OK Kl @S G 1 BgURLIX | OS
and Wi KSNB Q ¢@nidyto sorieieixténbd globallg have affected the Chilean
RA I & Lagpbkier@eiohome, displacement and belonginBetween 2009 and 2011
developed an experimental ethnography that combined biographical interviews and
participant olservation, with less conventional methodologies and objects, including
personal archives, sound recordingsd photographsWith these tools, | followed a
network of social scenes, which have been in existence since the 1970s. They can be
roughly classiéid as leisure and politidgsased. More often than not, research on

migrant social scenes focuses one scene only, scenes whose character is either political

! During the 1970s and 1980s malmgtinAmericansameto the UKthrough work permits, mainly to

work as cleaners, in hotels or in the catering industry. This group was mostly made by Colambians
today one of the biggest nationahktinAmericangroupsg yet also some Ecuadorians and Bolivians
arrived through this scheme. Even though thisof entrancewas close in 197%9nanyLatin
Americanontinue arrivng throughfamily reunion as students or asefugees Kicllwaine et al.
2010, 13).
2 W{ dAlINOINBEAGEeQ RS&EONAOGSAa  LINRPOSaa Ay 6KAOK aSdif
Y A 3 NI y (i aneither kaed fo BdBain by colonial ties nor are they originally from
Commonwealth countries. These new migrants are more scattered intihehave different
migratory statuses, diverse ethnic and linguistic backgrounds, and more transient dwellings and
diversified forms of transnational connectiof\ertovec 2007; also in Ramirez 2014, 671)

13



or gregarious. Challenging these distinctions, | show how seemingly compartmentalised
and divergentscenes are actually coupled. | follow#wese social scenesass time

and spacelexploredK 2 4 (1 KS& @gSNBE AYUSNIGAYSR A0GK Y
routines and life trajectories, and how they were lived, remembered, materially
preserved and iniately appropriatedby them This multimethod approach allowed

me to consider historical and contemporary dimensions, public and private domains
whichwereONHzOA I £ (2 WwWO2y a i NHAQmit 2006) $wilfekpSrid BrQ 2 F

the research design later in the methodological section.

A

wSaSt NDK |j dzSa dafeldéfinguifyR WK2YSQ |4

By attending to tis shifting context and using a multhodal research design, this
research elucidatesow sociahistorical circumstances many of which are connected

tothe seOl £ f SR RSOt AYyS 2F (KS YSebohrieB field2of Y dzy A
belonging K S &Kl LISR GKS [/ KAfSFY RAIFaALEZNI Q&
relation to public space in the URW 2 YSQ KSNB NBFSNAR G2 | Wi
connections with others and creating a sense of order and belongipgraof rather

0KFyY &SLI NIF G@BlunffaNPDewlidg2@EAS. G & QNS Ff SOGa YAIN
RoStfAYy3a OGKNRBdAZAK Y20SYSyd FyR Fadal OKYSy

places and times of being.

More specifically, while acknowledging etbni class, gender and
intergenerational distinctions, this research investigates, firstowdo/ KAt Sty SEA
home-making practices problematize (or not) the private/public divide through the
creation ofdiasporaspace in the city of London? Throughiathprocesses (affective,
sensory, and embodiedjlo diaspora spaces and (un)homely terrains emerge and
 OlGdzt t AASK !'fa2s K2g¢g Aa UGUKS aSINOK F2NJ |
(kin, community and publics) and in various spheres (privateigutvansnational,
RAFALRZ2NAOOK CAylLffesr K2g KIS GKS QESt Il GAz

14



well as the new and old social distinctionghin this Chilean? O 2 Y'Y dzghiped tie
/| KAt SFY RAIFALERZNIQa aLl O0Sa 2F o0Sf2y3aAay3akK

From a methodologal standpoint, | want to askhow can we study and
WNBLINBaSYyiQ GKNRdAzZAK 2dzNJ NBaSkNOK G22fta (K
making?What challenges and opportunitiedoesthe study of social scenerean to
our understanding of the Chilean dia® NI Q&4 SELISNASYOS 2F Kz2Y
belonging within the UK?

| will elucidate these questions throughgaounded approacho homemaking
and diaspora space. This is an approach that focuses on actual inhabited places and on
the materialities, inteactions and trajectories that pervade such inhabitancies. A
grounded approach challenges distinctions between fixity and transit, stasis and
transformation, home and away, presence and absgidaened et al2003) It looks at
space as actually produced, occupied and inhabited, while allowing for its complex
temporal and spatial configurations and conjunctufdsssey2005) To put it simply, a
grounded approach reminds us that we lioa the earth in daily contact with the
ground, following paths and relating to (rather than simply acting in) an environment
whose differentcomponents are in permanent flux and transformatifingold 2011
33-55). We follow different lifelineshat cause us to converge physically with othexs
dynamic procesthat involves the orchestration of bodies, objects and affects, as well

as connections that transcend the temporal and spatial boundaries of the present.

This WINR dzy RSRQ | LILINE | OK A &hat Lgliedtiins teF |
essentialization of home asrigins (Brah 1996)an essentialization which has been
prominent in the study of the Chilean diaspdi&g. Wright andOinate 2005) While
attendingY SY2NA Sa 2F LI I OSa O2yOSAOSR | a W2N
Y S Y 2 Nprofuctive and tangible effeabn § KS  YI 1Ay 3 2F K2YSa A
Wy26Q NI GKSNI GKIFYy &RAYLIX 2aceand@ 2irhethatyetain y 2 N

behind (Blunt 2003) Memories of home(land) might be relocated and recombined

15



otherwise in relation to the social and material local context creatindtifaneted

diaspora spaces.

{20AFf a0SySa FINBFP &a2YS 2F (GKSasS WINRdz
WEAYAY LT Y208SYSyYyiQ> (GKSeé AffdzaiNIGS K2g
dzaS 1 FffQa GSNXYA& O6HnNnNHIZ F pletvgenytKiSRAISHINGGS: (W (
Fff26a8 RAIFA&ALIRZNIA (2 OKLFff Syadd OSIEAIOA 22y f W Kok
involve the reappropriating of elements of the receiving society, through newness and
translations (Chambers 1996; Bhabha 1994). Diasmmatal scenes do this through
flavours, dressing styles, music and other aesthetic expressions and forms of sociability,
through which migrants create new territories. Wdatlian front rooms (McMillan
2003; Miller 1996), British & A I Y 6 WR S asA(Kim 20¥2d&harrda etiaD $996),
postg I NJ 6fF O1 aSaGifSNRQ L} NI -ASan §d¢cisl Nheyhd & 0 |
scenes (Puwar 2007) are examples of diasporic social scenes. Researching diasporic
social scenes uncovers ephemeral instances of everjifdayhat, for the most part,
NEYIFAY KARRSY FNBY GKS LlzofAO SeSod az2NB2

also unsettle normative ideas of diaspora and belonging.

Social senes aralso in line witha grounded approacthat raises the relevance
of WwaAaldzZ 6§SRySaaQ yR 20t FddFrOKYSyida A
privileged (and even fetishized) dislocation and deterritorialisatiStudying social
scenes involves looking at actual instances of diasporic spaces and spatial pthatices
as Knott highlights (2010%hould not only understood metaphorically. Particular
attention must be paid to the geographical moorings that emerge with these spatial
formations. The groundedpproachthis research embracetskes seriously the idea
thl- @ RA L aLJ NI a4 IOISYIIES NE NG HeyLFE IS @&F S (N 20N S NJ
Wdzy ANR dzy RSRQ I Yy Va 2RE &, SiNEnatti28 18, A8RThid apirdach
involves looking at the local configurations of diaspora spaces, acknowledging their
LI2NRdza FyR OKFIy3Ay3a yIl Gdz2NE® LYALIANBR o8
tighten its geographical moaorgs and resist the criticism that its spatial turn has been

Y2 NB L2 SidA O&01a 83); Iywill uithér Hevelop thiSresearch agenda.

16



Researching LatiAmericans in London and the Chilean diaspora

Existing research omatin Americas living in London often takea transnational
approach(e.g. Mcllwaine 2011)Thatis, an approach which explores the social fields
that are locally experienced and extended beyond national frontiers, challenging the
global/local interfacg(GlickSchiller et al. 1992)This body of research focuses mainly
2y GKS SELSNASYyOSa 2F wSO02y2YAO0Q YAINFVYG
have arrived during the last decade. Instas of political mobilizations (Pero 2011;
Bermudez 2010; 2011), commercial places (Cock 2011), music and dance scenes
(RomanVeladzquez 1999; 2006and transnational churches (Sheringham 2011) are
among the daily transnational spaces thattin Americashave developed in London.
According to Mcllwaine (2011jhese spaces are important to roiize, enhance and
shape LatiPAmericanY A 3 NJpefsorélQeconomic, institutional and political capital.

In a context in which Spain hagnefrom being a receivintp a sending countrygiven

the economic recessigrihese transnational spaces not orligk home andresidence

nations, but increasinglynvolve multiple connectios Mcllwaine 2011).

E| Carnaval del Pueb® ¢ ¢ KS LJS 2 Won8an,20108ytNé/altidbt.
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In this body of researghittle attention is paid to how Latin Anerican settled and

incoming migrants relate to each other, and how individuals from different countries

and backgrounds interact among themselves and with the British populafibis

research on the other hand02 Yy OSA @Sa G KS / KA finfdagfivelRiA I & LJ2 |
NBfFGA2Y GAGK ySsO02YSNEIZ 20KSNBritghban vy i
people. This study contributes to a body of work that conceives migratory spaces as
having porous boundaries and as being open to change in relation toaalér milieu
(Alexander 2011; 2010; Knott 2010)

The almost exclusive focus on new arrivals frawain America and the
consequent lack of attentin to settled migrant groups, has also meant that second and
following generatios, as well as intergenerational relations, have largely remained out
of the discussion. Looking at social scenes made by people diffexent generations
and cohorts offers He chance to deal with this complexity. Apart from internal
distinctions by generation, | also look at the gendered character of diaspora space
within personal, communal and public terrains (Brah 1996; YDaals 1997; Salih
2003; Ehrkamp 2013). Genderasgpects of migration have been considered in research
on Latin Americans in general (Mcllwaine 2010; Bermudez 2011) and Chileans in
particular (Kay 1988; Shayne 2009). However, little attention has been given to how
Latin Americarmigrantsand Chileanexd 62 YSy Qa RAa0AyOd 201l 0
forms of homemaking. Also, the ways through 2 Y S yidri-making practices
private and public spaces are entangled remain unexplored. This research illuminates
that.

Research on Chileans living abrdasi sill sparse yet increasingly more scholars

are focusing their attention on this group. This boofyresearch often considers a

% Itis estimated that 85000 Chileans live abrdawhich means slightly more than 5% of the

population (INE 2005). Among the given reasons of migration these are identified as economic

(40.1%), familiar (38%) and political (12%). It is important to consider the possible overlap

between different pub/pull factors(Arango2000; Massey et al.993) which is in part given by the

WOdzydzt F i APSQ OKEFNIOGSNI 2F YAINIGAZ2Yyd ¢KFEG A&aZ YA
movementcan differ in terms of the original reasons and motivatidhe role o A AN y G4 Q &2 OA
networksis particularly crucial in explaining these further moveme@astles 2000; Faist 2000
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retrospective standpoint, and focuses mostly on the perspective of exile (Aravena 2006;
Morris 2006; Pognon 2006; Rojas 2006; @amo 2006 2009 Wright and Onate 1998)

with some studie®n return movements (Cornejo 2008; Rebolledo 2006; and Askeland
and Sgnneland 2011). Withfew recent exceptiongAskeland and Sgnneland 2011;
Olsson 2009; Bolzman 2011he location and understanding of these political migrants

as a diaspora oms part of transnational groups seldom acknowledgedOverall,
studies onLatin Americaa in London, as well as research on Chileans, hardly consider
GKSANI SELISNASYOS 27F WYI(QlifoytiA1994; Br&h21896 hdt 6 | &
is, the developmentof local attachments and emerging diasporic configurations that
also pervade their lives in Londoh gAff 2FFSNI +y | O02dzyi

diasporisation and diasporic horsmeaking, going beyond the perspective of exile.

Writing diasporic homenaking: image/text interface

Photographs of the social scenes are presented in different chapters in interaction with

the text. Some the images are from personal visual archives and others | have taken
during fieldwork. | will expand on their constructionseau during fieldwork and
RA&ZASYAYIFGAZ2Y Ay (GKS YSGiK2R2f23A0Ff &aSoOi
glyld G2 Ay@AGS GKS NBFRSN G2 GKAyYyl | 02 dz
terms of claims, performances and spaces. | do this by contbeither images from

different eras or images and texts that depict different times as well. This is the case,

for instance, of the opening scene of tlukapter (p.9). Whilethe textual description
describes the mundane happenings in the demonstrattonll September 2011, the

image shows a picket line which was formed in the early 1980s. This photograph
RSLIAOGA AO2y23INYLKAO NBLINBaSydalidrzyy | |
WGKS Y2U0KSNEQ a F OfFAY ¥F2mdugd tha tetvalS F2 |

Massey 1990; Van Hear 1998)so,Chilears were exiled as a whole familissmore than 75% of
casegNorambuena 2000:17%yhich makes the distinction between family and political reasons of
movementproblematic

19



description we learn of other interactions, which often remain in the backstage: the

kids playing, the (affective) labour involvietthe coordination2 ¥ G a1 a | yR WK
gl tftQx GKS a20A1F0Af AlGe révealingidvhiatdhappedskodond 2 dzNJR
GKS LAO1SGQa FTNRylG ftAySs (kSasS FOG2NmB SY

encounters and engaged with a wider milieu.

The dialogue between image and text complicates ‘ketiwn representation
of the aftermath of the Chilean repression based, for example, on motherhood,
mourning and victimhoodThe dialogue between the image and the text conties
co-existence of practices and routines with multiple meaninsgether, they denote a
changing social and material cagdration in the way an ongoing claim for justice has

been conducted. Together they complete the scene.

Photographs are valuable in permeating sociology with vitality (Back 2007).
Some sections of kA & GNARGGSY Y2y 23INI LK RS@8hick LJA |
combines photographs, oral sources and field resedktauad and Rouverd004) |
useimagesto specify and situat¢he narratives ofwhat has been lived by the Chilean
diaspora collectively(see Becker 2002t KSNBE gAf f  yeRddmpas$y W2y S
narrative (cf. Berger and Mohr 197%nd, instead of a single actor level approdch
Mauad and Rouverol 2004) will consider a subjective standpoint attending different
voices and lived experiences. | will pubdie voices and experiences dialogle with

both personal visual archives and photographs made during fieldwork.

Through my ethnographic accountsalso analysel photographsas objects
embedded in a set of relationshipgxchangesand place® ¢ KA & | LILINE I OK
YI G§SNR It a Qamily Apygriaitsgzirdgcapes Fpainting) is in line with an
ethnographic approach to image®8;y S (Kl O2yaARSNR (GKS waz
(Rose 2007, 2186; see also Appadurai 2009) and which attends the
visuality/materiality interface (Rose and leKelly 2012). Images have had a pervasive

presence within the social scenes | explofdéey often work in an active relationship
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with other objects, textures and performances, an active relationship that
demonstrates that these visual objects (as ddjests) are not inert but suffused with

life (Ingold 2011). In line with a critical approach to visual matefRdése 20102007)I

ask whatsome visual recollections owned by research participnts @S 6 SSy WR?2,

terms of diasporic homenaking.

Finally, as | will expand in the methodological section, these visual objects and
other materials cdécted during my fieldwork have been put together in an exhibition.
¢tKA&d SEKAOAGAZ2Y QA RA&LX I & 32838 o0Se2yR (K¢
2F AyGSyaAirFTeaya vye gle& 2F t221Ay3 YR N
migration (Knowles 208). The exhibition puts together different sites and times, as
well as actors, routines and atmospheres; it shows their interconnections otherwise.
Locating these visual materials in the interactive domain of the gallery space allows the
I dzRA Sy OS @&nowedge dRteSocial scenes. In line with my own fieldwork
experience, the visitors can wander around these migratory spgct#wy can be
wayfarers (Ingold 2011). Moreover, exhibiting research materials highlights the point
GKFG wO2yaidMmO RAHY X 1KY INL $IKA O NBASIHNOK 6
FTNRY WQAKI A¥@YW203Sa YIylFr3aAay3asr OfFaaArFeary:
gStft a dzaAy3d 2ySQa (yz2e¢fSR3IS G2 O2ftf SO
(Puwar and Sharen2012, 43, following Bourdieu 1993 [1987]). Finally, the exhibition
canpotentially engage the research participants aidonew audiences, reachingpn-

academic audiences (Degarrod 2013).

How did | get here?

Taking both movement and geographical miags seriously into account requires
acknowledging our own trajectories and situatedness as embodied researchers. The
inherent relation migration has with both motion and attachment does not permit us
G2 Saol LIS FNRBY (KS | dzSThigsish @gyestighKiisagreqitrasR L
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weaving the paths and lifdines we have followed to converge with those whose

cultural worlds we aim to understand.

a® NBaSINOK 2y GKS [/ KAfSIFY RAIF&ALIRZ2NI Q3
inseparable from my own experiences dwelling & a transient migrant from Chile in
England.The interpretations ofmy cof I 6 2 NI 02 NBR Q Odzf  dzhdnt 4 2 N
experiences of inhabiting both countries, as well as to my life experiences and
memories of diverse socipolitical contexts | could recognize the commemoration
that opened this chaptegiven my own familiarity with dynamics of remembrance in
Chile. The portraits with the faces of thdesaparecidoshave become icons of
resistance since the military regimehich ended when | as eleven years old. During
the postdictatorial era commemorative walls have been erected in Santiago, the city
where | grew up and lived before coming to Londdherefore, m 11 Septembef011,
standing outside the embassy's fraspiece, | could seehé significance ofhe social
gathering Given my routines in Londohwas also by then familiar with that building
and spot. Before that commemoration, | had visited the Chilean Emlmdidsyndonto
O2tft SO0 2FFAOALE R20dzYSWIAMAPOYBIG2AVEEAREK
Chilean student movement and thdapuctS LJS2 LJ SQa KdzyISNJ & i NA-
placeinthe country] A 3SR SELISNASYy0Sa WKSNBQ |yR WiK
to engage with tlat spatial composition. The buildinthe human assembly, the canvas
(or textile wall) and the depicted faces were forming a choreography that was new and,
nevertheless, recognizable. The strong resonance and familiarity, or, conversely,
troubling strangeness (as well as the combination ahbavere structures of feelings

which, perhaps unconsciously, | have been following during my research.
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WadzNE RS fF aSY2NRIFQ oglff 27F DapSdore(Magouh

Researching Chileans within the UK has become part of a strategy to keep living in and
moving between two places to which | differently belofa. Knowles 2000)It has

provided continuityd SG ¢SSy aLJI OS&a FyR (GSYLR2NIftAGASA
displacement. As a place of connectiony research might well be the ergssion of

my ownWLINR RdzOG A @S y2aidl t 3 ktated, nodtaldiadsyan intricater o 0 ®
y2iA2y GKFG WOFNNRASE 2y F2N) Fff 27F dza |
knowledge and become part of other worlds, while continuing to be part isf world

Fa ¢Sttt a GKS Pawai2B8p 0. Gl SYASy FhisdebgNmgiR dzO G A
is not only concerned with the past. It is connected to my present and also to my future,
GAGK GKS WLINRPRAZOGAZ2YQ 2F (KAa (KSaixa oSAy
of it.

PYEA1S (K2aS 6K2 LINIAOALIGSR Ay GKAaA
travel was overall framed by choices and will, rather than constraints. Until my late
twenties, | inhabited a postictatorial context. | wanted to live elsewhere, ideallyain
cosmopolitan modern citg partly as a personal venture, partly led by professional and
intellectual ambition. And so, | made my way to London to spend a year as an overseas

a l & i §ud@niiin 2008. So fal have been here foalmost six years, a pedoin
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GKAOK L KIF@S (NI @Stf SR WK YR 20kadisS @ yNIBSES
YAINI GA2Yy &O0OK2f | NAKAL) KGodradsor dnd SathamU2@05;R R A
Wiles 2008)¢ those welleducated migrants who travel abroad planning to stay
temporarily in search of new opportunities. Yet, unlike those who have bewiled in
thoseterms¢.g.Wo KA 0SQ bSg %SI{lIyRSNAOS y20 |ff 2
under the mark of (Hispanic) whiteness. We are not native English speakers either.
Sometimes, because of these and other aspects, some of my partisif@amd my own

family) have experienced a downward social mobility in the UK, having to perform low
skilled and unstable jobs. Yet, circumstances might change and new openings might
emerged ! FGSNI Fff>X & Yy2gfSa NB Ydbidinaing of¥ NNXR
FY20KSNI 2F fAFRA.AY  ySg LXIFOSQ dunnd

Today, while living in London, | am still in the move. At tinkes I Y | Wi 2
0 2 dzNR & ( Dhe UKERAdaA Foccasional traveller across Europe. | am a daily
commuter in the city, particularly aund South Eadtondonwhere, unless it is heavily
raining or snowing, | pedal from Forest Hill to New Cross almost every day. | did not
come here to stay. | do not accumulate objects difficult to caftye walls of my flat
are almost empty and plainlyvite. L f A @S WgAGK GKS adzAadaOl as
also did at beginning of their arrivéKay 1987; Wright and Ofate 2008Yith London
growing on me, | have developeattachmens with people and placethat embody
meaningful connections to the city where | reside togayile remembering my past
and imaginingny future kackelsewherel am currently preparing my return to Chie
FY WIa2Ay3d aK2YSé F2N 328 R@dedred of Idg uhding WK ¢
program, | have to live there for eight years. So, | am here voluntarily, but staying or
leaving is not simply a matter of will. As in every migratory movement, constraints and

choices constantly operate (Van Hear 1998).

Althoud K NBASI NODKSNBQ o0A23INI LIKAOIE | 002 dz
release, they should not be taken as a chance for pure egocentrism. These accounts
work as recognition of our involvement in the social proessse study. As might be
apparent by now,t8 RA&a0GAYy OUA2Y 06SG6SSy GKS NBaASIH N
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K2YS Aa y20 Fa AGNIXAIKGF2NBFINR Fa GKS YSi
adza3Sada 6! YAL wnnnod ¢KS WNBaSkNOK FTASEF
our daily lies, biographies and surroundings rather than disconnected from them.
Hence, what follows unavoidably emerges in relation to stmfnections. This clearly
selective personal account is one point of departure across the changing fields of
belonging of the Gilean diaspora of London. It also acts as an invitation to discern for
yourself, how the landscape that is drawn through those changing fields is also

entangled with your own lifelines and social webs.
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Chapter 1¢ TheChileanDiasporaof London inContext

90K2Ay3d G(GKS a20A2t23A0Ft AYIFAAYyILIGA2yQa
public and even global issues with private concerns (Back 2007; Mills 2000), | explore
KSNB K2¢ GKS / KAfSIFY RALIl &Ll NlafideloSdghgS NA Sy
coupled with the wider socigdolitical background, particularly that of the 1970s, 1980s

and early 1990s. While looking at Chilean exiasly experienceof leaving, arriving,
searching and making home in Londevhi{le maintainingconrection to Chile and the

UK) | put macrelevel and empiricaligrounded analysis in conversati¢gBrah 2009,

513) Nt AyS gAGK gKIG | TURAIRIZOIRIOO NB a2 y A NA
YWOo2yySOiA2yaQ |yR WNBazylyo0oSaQ (KIFG 6ARS
have in the inner coref the Chilean diaspora of Lond@dall 2012, 34)

Chileans protesting in support of Chilean exiles in Santidgandon, 2011. By the authc
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What remain partially indistinguishable in the account that follows are the processes
taking place in Chile during the dictatorship. The motifs and ideas that infused the lives

of the Chilean exiles, and K SA NJ WK2YSf I yR 2NASYy Gl GA2yaqQs
thought or imagined was happening there. The first section of the exhibition
accompanying this written thesis brisgp light a collection of photographs taken by
photojournalists during clandgine trips to Chile in the 1970s and 1980s. These images,

projected as slideslialogue withthis chapter by showing that background.

This chapter comprises the background for this reseatult it is also a
contribution in its own right. Relying on oimgl data, it opens up my understanding of
home as a proces#t showshow home is Wvedand ¥hadeQ It also contributes to the
small body of researclon the Chilean exiles who came to The UKduring the
dictatorship (Kay 1987; 1988). Yet, this chap&mnains contextual as the descriptive
anteroom to move toward an understanding of thiges of the Chilean diaspora in a

postdictatorial and diasporic context, which is the main focus of this research.

Dislocations, departures and detours

TowardtheeR 2F ! ff SYRSQa FRYAYAAUGNI GA2Yy S RdzS
the coup was perceived as imminent. Yet, the violence and public visibility through
which the repression was imposed surpassed all expectafid@dams 201216; Wright

and Ofate 2005, 58; 1998 11-2). La Monedathe house of government, remained

ruined and manifestly blitzed for years in the heart of Santiago. The parliament was
suppressed, social gatherings were severely restricted, military control in the streets
was imposed and sieges and curfews were widelgliag (Wright and Gate 2007
2005;1998) The main target2 ¥ | dz3dzA G 2 t A y\@e@kh& Ghidgan leftt OK A
FYR !'ffSYyRSQa adzZlILR2NISNE®D® 5Aa0AyOiA2ya 0

allegiance were deepened as a way of legitimizing the new social saherabove.
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9EAETS FOljdZANBR |y AyadAaddziazyl tcaf2NY
OSYGNIf LRftAOe gKAOK A PGS tAy20KSGQa YAf
citizens (Wright and Ofiate 2005, 58). Yet, according to Wright and Ofiate, fgr ahan
K248 6Kz TSR TNRYWWSEMY S0 ragidh NI SRRA GRiAlyTICRSN EiF
02 dzLJQ Thus GdmR eXileswho came to London, either as adults or children,

experienced a sense of dislocation and displacement even before their departur

Nancycame to London when she was seventeen years old. Todaweaties in
an organisatiorsupportingLatin Americarwomen in London. From her office North
Londonshe tells ma 6 2 dzi K SNJ LI NI A ONBI A A &yA AW SNE &53/
she favently refers to it in each occasiohike other young people, she had been
actively working with the peasants who were in the process of becoming landowners
through the Agrarian Reform, a government program in which her fatlefocal
politician, had an important role. Wwas engaged at all the levels, doing voluntary jobs,
cutting wheat, digging potatoes, doing everything! A true devotion, even when | was
2dza i , Bhe shjsEdem though this refornpreceded Allende's Governmenit
comprised a contversialarenaduring his mandate While facing some delays in its
implementation, some factions within th&nidad Popularcoalition (UP)wanted to
accelerate the land distribution among agrarian inhabitants, even before the legal
means were fully establsSR 6! Rl Ya HAMHI MpI MCcO® WEK:
father used to sayA visible target for the regime, he soon becarfa, three years, one
of the NI 3 A 38221 political prisoners, 94% of whom were tortured (ibid., 1/69r

Nancy, like many Chkins, thecoup was both a public and a private disruption.

WI FOSN) 0KNBS Y2yiaKa 2F loaz2fdziS OKF24az
and nobody understood the seriousness of the situation. After some months it

was one of those surrealist moments whereerything goes back to normality. |

had to go back to school, my siblings had to go back to school, we had to pay

GKS NByixX 2SS KFER G2 32 ol 01 (2 &aokKz2z2f
wasA T KS gt a +fA@S 2N RSieheositwato®d JSNE F

0SOlIdzaS GUKSNBE 6SNB | 20 2F QiKAy3a OGKI
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Following 11 September 1973, Nancy experienced everyday lifeiag W 2-0li A y S Q
with her surrounding contex{Ahmed 2006) The disquiet caused by persecution,
imprisonment, torture and disappearance appeared to be hidden under the pressure

2F KI@Ay3a G2 F2fft26 GKS (GSYLR 2F 2NRAYI
feelings of living in simultaneous realities and sense of disjuncture soon became more
acute After some of her friends were imprisoneghe lived on-the-run, moving
betweenNB f I (i A @S & Q mK@simdiisthedupsettiad He&iesa of moving from

one place to another, her fatherfrom prison,A y & 0 NdzOG SR KSNJ Y2UKS
OK A f R NXBfer detéirlg Brilsh citizenship (whiclikeother Chileanssheobtained

020K a |y OO 2F GNYXyayldAz2ylrf &a2ftARI N
heritage),Nancy came to London with her two younger siblinger parents arrived

two years laér when her father was released.

The momentary, fragmentary or definitive lossglwsses of people, of a familiar
way of living, of a known territory or, more concretely, of a job, a hauseconomic
stabilitycii NA 33 SNBR YI yeé Sioriif GideCeven Bejoie SeirdetiviniR A & f 2
The end of theUP and its replacement by an authoritarian and neoliberal dictatorial
model often involved feeling owutf-place even without going anywhere. Blunt and
Dowlingrefer to these intricate feelings of beimgut-of-place in a familiar terrain by
drawing in Freud) &eminal work on the uncanny, particulailyd KS G SNy a WKS.
FYR Wdzy KSAYf AOKQY gKAOK NBFSNI 2 WTFYALA
dzy K2 YSt AySaaQ NBAaLSOGIVASIVW 26 &S & K dz2SIES I |
Gdzy Ol yyeé¢ SRIODNMNSWESYYI2YySQa K2YS Aad NBYRS
aSyasSsy dzyFILYAEAFINT 2yS KFIa (G2 SELXUNKSyOS:
LI F OS¢ aAavydz Gl yS2dzat & Q. Aén thediy'the chsgoRNabcg 6t A y .
and many other Chileans, places that were recognizable and comforteitee the
dictatorship become strange and difficult to inhabit. This is what Nancy refers as
WA dAdZNNB QT + gl & 27F A DAY Jnesk WeregakKodd3 KithT | Y A
the new conditions that framed her daily lif&&he becam&isorienteddn what was a
takenfor-a N} Y G SRE FFYATAFN YR K2YSf& GSNNI AY
RA F T SNEngdR008,Q0).
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{ SNHA 2 Q& al$&Ehd8 Ndtv Sale@idB-granted homes are unsettteand
how, while moving acrossliverse transient destinations, other forms divelling, and
displacementare constantlyat play.Today, fe isa retired accountantywho spends his
time volunteeringin diverse orgaizations and a apopular music singetWhen the
dictatorship started Sergio was 19 yearddoand an active member of theo8alist
Youth. Two months before the coyjpe was completing his voluntary military service.
By then military forces were openly brelling against thdJP and he was discharged
dzy RSNJ G4 KS | OOdzal tAz2zy 2F o0SAy3 | adzm B3SNBEA
neighbouringport city, where some of his political friends became imprisoned. After
burning all the documentation linkedothis party allegiance, he moved to Santiago

where he could keep a low profile under the anonymity provided by the city.

Jorge lived in Santiago, under the regime, for two years. While facing difficulties
getting a job he realizedthat he had becomélackf A 3G SRQ®d |, St zXel a |\
managed to earn a living through occasional work as a bookkeeper. Within this climate
of uncertainty he formed a family and had his first child. Like many Childam$iad
support (particularly food and health assiate) from theVicaria de la Solidaridadhe
main humanitarian and human rights organization in Chile during the dictatorship
(Adams 2012). During this period, he saydj KS NHzY 2 dzZNB K| R & d I NJI !
5 SNBE S OJSNE g KiaIBne $974, eR& BolcE; tha Direccion Nacional de
Inteligencia (National Office of IntelligencelDINA)¢ had beenconducting illegal
detentions, interrogations, tortures, assassinations and disappearances. According to
recent recordspy the end of the regimel, 190 people disappeared and 1,068 were
killed by this machinery (Adams 2012, 1&). the mid1970s, detention centres
multiplied across the country{right and Ofiate 1998, 5; Adams 2012,46)! a { SNHA
reference to the growing rumours suggests, the refrds2y gl a 0S 02 YAy 3
& S O NBussiy 1999, 5fhe consistency between what people could see and what
people somehow knew was not straightforwardly settlgbrdon 1997)With more of
his friends and acquaintances the hands of Pinochet machinery, sodis father
g NYSR KAY WAT @2dz ¢glyias &2dz Oy adle&x oc
GKSNB YSIyild (2 SELRAS CosegdehtShe dedided t §osD2 v & ¢
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the border with his family and took th&en transandino(trans-Andean train) toward

Argentina.

WKSY 6S 6Syd tA1S 3FeLldarasSaH 2SS (221 LR
thought we were (laughs). We took the little train and we were so scared!

Because we thought that they [international police] would stop us in the

frontier. But it was impossible, because all the trainviwmsuulHH X LG g1 &
NA RAOdzf 2dza F2NJ GKS AYOGSNYIlFGA2y L LIREAC
KIFILLER oldKFIG ¢S tSTh6eD lEKSEEGa Gl BERNA T C

Sergio was one of many Chileans whog¢ording to official accounts, left the country
W@ 2 f dzygbihgNth figigibouring landg mostly Argentina and Peru, and also
Paraguay or Uruguayikemany other Chileans, his plan was to stay there transiently
until things in Chile caled down (Wrighand Orfate 1998, 43; Olsson 200%74 n.3).

Yet, Sergio and his family ended up living two years in Argentina. With the Peronists at

the forefront, Chilean refugees were initially welcomed.

After moving between different shelters (hosted by organimasi linked to his
LI2fAGAOLE O2yial Ota Ay [ KAfSOT {SNHA2 320
.dz2Sy2a !''ANBaoe 1S Fftaz2 3I20 F wI2AR IN2200Q
| NASYGAyl KS 02dzZ R | OKA S @$ChilekKYat, whdelhé vias £ A ( ¢
FAYRAY3I KAa o1& U(GKSNBED2AHY) Waxpl8ceciildSc W5k INTI
2 | ND KI i AdeéntindlSeR)id received another warning to leave, but this time
FNR2Y (K & th¥ Sifokt varioustbodies appest. And it was a mix of everything:
Bolivians, Uruguayans, Chileans... THen, RAR F¥SSf TSI NHQ KS NB
beginning of theOperacion Céndora transnational clandestine association among
SouthrAmerican dictatorial machinerieSupportedby the Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) of the United Sates (USA)the Operacion Céndoaimed © eradicate the
dispersed Latin Americdeft (see Rth-Arriaza2006, 15669). In this scenario, fothe

first time, Sergiosought political asylumfrom the United Nations. He applied to
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RAFFSNByYy UG O2dzy i NA DéspiteKohral KY RISy/Hak JGIENHSIESRNEY O S ¢

another year until his applicetn was accepted by the UK.

Looking back on his journe&ywhich started in his hometown, Valparajsehen
he was nineteert, this fifty five year old man reflects from a café in Canada Water, in
[ 2YR2YY W{AYyOS GKSYy L KIo8ao08SgAyIAGIea 1
Yé OFasSQo

a2@Ay3d WFNRBY KSNB (G2 GKSNBQ yR 0SAy3
uncertain path which, in many cases, continued after leaving CfWeight and Ofate
1998, 39-69). While some of my research participamm@me directly to London, for
others like Sergioarrival was preceded by detours and more or less transient

destinations.

Those tinerant experiences not only marked the life of adults but also of those
who moved as children. For some of them, the mem®rof inhabiting transient
destinations seem to be even stronger than those of their life in Chile before departure.
Aliciawas five years old when she fled from the town of Quill@aile, toBuenos Aires
Argentina. She movethere with her mother to lak for her father in 1975After being
arrested several timeshe had decided to cross the borddviemories of being on the
Y2@03S adzmairad Ay !'ftAOAIFI Q& NBO2ff SOUA2YyaAY

Wly memories of Argentina are [of] travelling. Going to this place which is at the
outskirts of Buenos Aires, in a really rough and poor village. And travelling in the
cargo of the train with the workers going home. My father would take me and

sit me on the wheels and [l would] be sitting with my legs hanging when the

train was going. l[rememb& 2 Ay 3 (12 (GKS OAYySYlI® ¢KIF{GQ
YEAYyf& 2F | NHESYUAYyl ©Q
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I f AOALF fAGSR AY | WNBTdZASS K20StQ F2N 2
refugees who had fled from the dictatorsisipf Argentina (1974.983), Uruguay (1973

1984) and Brazil (B2-1985). Geopoliticalupheavals had made their life trajectories
transiently collide in that place. Confusing recollections of herself as a kid when she
ga WSEOAGSR 2dzvYLWAy3I FTNRY 2yS o0SR (2 (K
KIFLILISY Ay 3IQ [|heratéle. ThatlisS shalJpresymes, a moment when the

Argentinean military forces irrupted in héotel room.

Being on the move with her father, contemplating her tiny feet hanging from
GKS GNIXYAY YR 32Ay3 G2 G§KS Y asesddomentsILIS I NJ
of childish delight; moments that are, nevertheless, intermingled with feelings of
anxiety and insecurity. Instances of innocent pleasure and anguish live side by side in
l f AOAF Qa RNATFUAYI YSY2NRSAD LsyAlidiaihgsSan g A (i K
ambivalent relation to this transitory destination of her childhoddy RSSRX | f A
connection toArgentinais not only affective, but also concrete through the physical
presence of her father and the subsistence of many of the placas she once
AYKFOAGSR GKSNB® WL KIF@S 0SSy ol Ol Ay . dzS

states.

| will come back to these return visits later. Now, it is worth noticing that, as the
accounts of Nancy, Sergio and Alicia suggest, experiariaislocation, relocation or
leaving homeare not straightforwardly associated with takéor-granted placesThese
LINE OS&daSa RAR y20 aAryLiXe adlFNI 2N SYyR gKSE
Acknowledging the disruptions that take placeanseemingly familiar land, and the
detours before coming to the UK, complicates the notions of home, displacement and
belonging.This is part of a critical approach to home that, as Blunt and Dowling explain,
AYyOAGSa dza (2 GKAY]l W o@ldAia K2 Y&2 yAYyA REANE
dzy K2YSf& |yR Y2NB dzyaSidift A Fchoing thandtichyola 2 F
WR g S-indi N/, @hSse Peripatetic experiencealso underline mobile and multiple
F2NX¥a 2F RgSEfAYyIT (KNG I KBINK i ¥Hiffgid 19908 2 Nil-&y0
Gilroy 1993) Detours, planned and spontaneous joeys ¢ often overlooked in the
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research on the Chilean diasporaare part of the unmapped routes that many
migrants daily follow before reaching their destinatio{Schapendonk 2011)The
multi-sited nature of the travel makes of the search for a proper home after exile a
complex adventue. Place marked by mobility and travel are not necessarily unrooted

(cf. Cresswell 2006, 84d [ 22&aSyAy3d GKS WY22NAYy3IaQ R:
paraphrase Hall (1997, 3ByrSOI f f Ay3 (KS S E-thENSY OISy R TV
the-Y 2 @3S Q an@iRiggtblie UK different homes and nofomes continue to

emerge.

Arriving and relocating

SomeLatin Americarcountries,includingCuba, Venezueland Mexica were able to
accommodate a significant number of Chileans. Yet, the low levels of economic
development, the social inequality (exacerbatedr®wly adopted neoliberal policies)

and the propagation of repressive governments during the 1970s and 1980s limited

| KAt Sy SEAf SAQ L LatnAmeritaXWrighand Qfidte 2088 (i f S Y &
I OO0O2NRAY3 (2 2NAIKG IyR h3IGSs WHSBEAf Sa
YILye & wmnnX ,ih bétiieén odethivtl ardyorielali &f hemsettling

in Western Europg€2005 59, 60). Sweden hosted 30,000 Chilean exiles, becoming the
most important European destination country (Olsson 20863). InThe UE ! f f SY RS
peaceful road towards socialism provoked sympathy among both the newly elected
Labour Governmenfl974- 1979)and the active trade union movement of the time. In

1974, by reversing a previous Conservative migration policy, the way for asylum
applications was openedillowing approximately 3,000 Chilean exiles to make their

way to the UK between 1974 and 197houghsmall numbey by then they were the

most noticeabld_ain Americargroup(Kay 1987)

According to the Chilean Natial Institute of Statistics (INE 2005) the UK is fﬁEBropearBtate in
terms of numbers of Chileans, after Sweden, France, Spain, Germany and Norway, with around 7000
migrants from diverse generations, with a major concentration of them in London.
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Moving to the UK not only involved transiting across differesaicial, cultural
and political contexts, but alsnavigating throughdifferent weather, schedules and
physical landscapes.This corporeal experience of moving between places
demonstrates how displacement is embodied and materialised in connection to

temporal and geographical locations (Ahmed 1999). Nancy recalls:

WLG o6& GKS oNR 5SOSYOSNI meptrn GKIFG 6S
| will ne\er forget that. It was raining that day. It was cloudy. It was about three

in the afternoon ad it was already getting dark.

Memories of facing a different daylight and climate, experiencing shifting sensations in

the skin, comprise a common depictionofK A f Sy SEAf S&aQ I NNA O f
the encounter with a new aural composition, whighvolves voices speaking an
unknown language, is vividly remembered t¢gee Kaminsky 1999Yhis is a fairly

literal reminder thatmoving to a new context requirdsarningboth (i 2 -irtHahi the
A1AYQT | ougiNECcO Sua kibdy fakebldew shapes (Ahmed 20D68aces are

y2i SEGSNA2NI (2 o.24Rtkal,spntes arellikel aksdt8nl skin thatl S &
dzy ¥2f R4 Ay (KS (ibi.2 f0893200g. WVhilé #n8ing® 2 F@dyhin an
unfamiliar terrain new skillsdevelopas part of a dynamiof inhabitation, adaptation

and adjustment(ingold 2000; Shilling 2008; Vigh 20IDhese skillsnclude learninga

new languageand modes of behavioyrand shifting orientation to? y Ss@dial and

physical environment. Thigdjustmentinvolvesa process sometimes of acculturation

and at other time of alienation (Kaminsky 1999). Overall, thitdis & 0 NI Y& A (A 2
ySé adalidsS 2F YAYR YR 02REQT | (UNIXyaArdAzy

Encounteringnew settings however,is not a oneway process. In a context of
estrangement, migrants might recreate their familiar environments and found
communities in which thir bodily being, worleviews and familiar ways of living can
find a legitimate place, approval and recognition (Schilling 20@ographical
Y20SYSyils {KAffAy3 aleas WR2Sa y20 2dzad S
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and identities of theyf RA A Rdzl £ & +ta ¢Sttt a GKS By JANER
line with what the literature on Chilean exiles worldwide describes, Chileans in the UK
re-created diverse terrains of belonging through political associations and other
activities based o leisure and the recreation of traditorsWK 2 YAY 3 RSGOA OS & ¢
HAanco 2W (YWAKY2FY SLINF OGAO0S&aQ o.fdzyld YR 526f€ A
create and cultivate hospitable places for themselves by recalling what is familiar in a

shifting contet.

There is a set where the arrival narratives of many Chilean people converge.

You still can findt, in Shepards Bush Road, number 85, the Sinclair Hotel.

WLG oFa OSNEBE adGNIy3aS o6SOFdzaS S KIFR N
and they wereplaying music oQuilapayun It was like being in Chile, but in

Chile before the coup (laughs). Because at that time that kind of music was not
Fff26SR OAY [/ KAfSE6X 6KSYy 6S I NNMmBSR | {
choque culturdl It was @ll of posters, full of wuah![He makes a noise and

~

waves his arms around suggesting dancing and sifging. 0 ¢ & @OSNE &

1 £t SEQa SyO2dzy i SN 6AGK GKS wSTdzas8S 1 2GS+t
estrangement. Despite being in a new territoryhe recreation of a peculiar
atmosphere (through sourg] practices and objects) made Alex feel he was in a known
terrain, which was nonetheless strange by being associated with another era. The
WOdzt GdzNF £ Of I aKQ gl a y2a OlodignSaR ongd mightJt &

expect, but by finding a scene that was associated with a way of living that was, by

(@]

then, becoming obsolete in Chile.

Even though the ditel and its activities are remembered by virtually everyone,
not everyone actually stayed ther&/¢ KS O2YYdzyAdeé 61 & RAODARS
FYR Al ¢ ay Qlluisa Bxplas. SR ghe reférendiffer@rices between
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those who arrived through the Joint Working Group (JWG), and stayed in the Hotel,
and those who were hosted by the Worlchidersity Service (WUS), and stayed in a
B&B. While the JWG hosted mostly unionists, workers and anyone without a particular
political rank, the WUS was specially created for academics and students. The latter
soon also hosted a broader spectrum of intetlgals and higher profile people from the

Chilean middle classes (see Kay 1987, 51).

Luisa was hosted by the WUS and was one of the 50% of Chileans who obtained
scholarships for further education, an opportunity from which working class exiles were

largdy excluded (ibid., 97). She remembers:

WL OFYS gAGK | aO0OK2f I NEKALI yR GKS& &S
L OFYS gAGK n OKAfRNBY FYR L 02dzZ Ry Qi
who came through the WUS] were very happy because wexe professionals

and they were in d@ifferent status from the resfironic tond. So there was a

house with reception centres which were for the rest of ordinary peogle (

perraje) who were workers oAllendistapeople or people who came directly

from the jails [as political prisoners]. But they had another kind of organization
GKSNBE wAy GKS K20Sfted ¢KSe OFYS (KNP dz3
GdzNyya G2 02212 G2 OFNB F2N 6KS OKAf RNES

Despite staying in a more exclusive and comfortable acconatnmd Luisa felt herself

in disadvantage in relation to those who stayed in the Refugee Hotel. This place had
facilities for tome-O2 21 Ay 3 0O y R fowisINP salfiNIy andF ¥etyRay >
arrangementswhich, in her view, would have made her initigyd in London easier.

She requested relocatiothered Ly NBa LRy aSsI géngadh cidpert8idy 6 S NA
YS ay2s e2dz OFyQil 02YS KSNB 06SOlFdzasS e2dz C
Through these spatial formationkierarchies and distinctionamong Chilean refugees

were institutionally sustained by the British system from the moment of their arrival.

Making homes themselves, in this way, is both a matter of agency and connected to
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KS3SY2yAO aidNHzOGdzNBaT | LINE O SlsodinflegtédAbP K = |

gender, class and education (Salih 2003).

Among thosestayingin the Refugee Hotel was Don Artemia miner and
former unionist leader who came to Londdinrough the JW@Gifter being imprisoned
for three and a half yeardHe exdangeda forty year sentence for exildon Artemio
explainsthat the Refugee Hotel providedoth a space foexiles, particularly meno
get to know each other, and a platform for political gatherings and meetkExjtesalso
reinstalled forms of camaraderiehich were common in Chile before the coupt¢ K S
FANRG 2NBIFYATF A2y aYd, hemal disyihctiong alsh entegyédt Q>
0KS wSFdAaASS 120Stod . & LINLIFITAYI Ay (GKS F
could see who were politictdE Fdz23SS&a ' yR K2 gSNBE SO2y2YA
iK2aS ¢gK2 ¢gSNBE WF2NOSRQ (G2 tSI@S / KAEST |
dzy RSNJ aSOSNBE NAa1Z FyR (GK2asS ¢K23x O2y @SN
prospects of life. Therare not official records that allow us to accurately measure that
(problematic) distinction. Yet, this is still a common classification mad€Hilean

exiles worldwide (Olsson 20D9

After weeks, months or more than a yeartmansitory shelters, Chilearxiles
were dispersed all around the UK with some degree of concentration in Lofdon
1987) Cities like Sheffield, Liverpool and Birmingham hosted an important number of
Chileans. With an important Labopolitical adherenceand industrial activity, xles
were well hosted by the trade unions in those cities. Cambridge and Oxford also
accommodated various Chileans, particularly those with an academic profile. Small
towns in Scotland, and even Wales, also counted with a heterogeneous Chilean
presence. Whin London, many of them were located in the South, particularly in the
borough of Lambeth whichas sincebeen the most important area of both residence

and congregation foLatin Americas in Londor{Mcllwaine et al. 2010)
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Even thouglChileans living in other cities were in contact with those in London
through solidarity activities, internal migratory movements towards the capital were
constantly taking place (Kay 1987, 57). These experiences of relocation and settlement
in London wereevolving at a time when antacist campaigns and grassroots
movements thrived in The UK It is relevant to remember¢ K| § OKSNRA& Ay
O2YYSylta 2y . NRAGAAK LIS2LX S 0 SAtiode wiiNd G K S N.
RA T F S NS ¥ éninfatrte iofdmN@n@licit) racialised discourses at that time (Murji
and Solomos 2005, 12). In the late 1960s and 19%igh Asian and Africaaribbean
movements, along withblack feminist activists and organizatioregppearedin the
public sphere (Brah 2009In the 1970s and early 1980€hileans in the UK and in
London were part of the migrant mixture, yet they were not as visibl¢hase with
Afro-Caribbean and dith Asian heritag® ! F & S NJ [sfuftibn did Mt fitSal y a Q
common history of anttolonial stdz3 3t S® | yFF YAt Al NI gAGK RA
WNI} OA aYQZ -RSRA VSR Slya &Y #fnio§ Qatt did rfothatihSre b &

antiracist social movements.

In the relatively less divers€éhe UKof the 1970s and 1980s, many Chileans
were not Iving close to other cethnics, whether Chileans or othémtin Americas.
The Chileaarrio (neighbourhood) is often nostalgically mentioned by first generation
SEAfSE a I GSNNIAYy GKFEG o6l a tf2aid le®dSNI S
@2dz 1y26 SOSNEB2YSQT | &L}l OS 06SisSSy (KS K
belonging and of connection to others occur (Blunt and Dowling 2008).2¥et,
particularly in London, there was not suctbarrio. Indeed, the actual neighbourhdo
(and also the school) B space that intersects with early experiences of facing ethnic
and racial discrimination in the citfhese memorieare more prevalent for those who
became exiles aghildren. Childrengravitatedo St 6 SSy G KS Wivod t Q |
FTNRY (0KS ySAIAKOo2dZNK2@healOFRY dzK S &8 02 & 0 8f

up in a multiethnic area states,

A v s A ~

WX  t20 ©w2F NI OAaY8 ol & ORANBOGSRGE G2
lived in an area that was predominantly Asian, Banggad Pakistani, Indian
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and West Indian [and] went to a school that was @dixso he got a lot of racist
0dzaS FNRY SOSNEGKSNBEX KS 3I20 Ad FTNRY
from the Asian communip ¢ KS® MBRY DY AT S KAY & 06SA

Those forms of racism and xenophobiaas well as memories of being callddlr 1 A Q =
WOKAY SaSQ cxatotaitife2nhidtoiitd of Séidparticular national, ethnic and

racial background They also showhe racialisation of migration itselfas being a

foreign person was associated witome nationalities, particularly posivar settlers

FNRY . NRGFAYQEa TFT2NXYSN O2f2yASa o6edaBA |
othering also merged with ideasf inferiorization of refugees and migrant groups
(Anthiasand YuvaDavis 1992, in ibid., 14). Among Chileans, particularly exile children,
0KS aSyasS 27F 0SAy tfragdest NiBniehyfheiNtles)lisfinratel 2 G K S N

connected to thesearlyexperiences.

¢KS RAA&NHZAII A PSS SE LIS Nduridy deartur2 fwas 6ftén A y 3
enhanced by experiences afiscrimination upon arrival. Research on the Chilean
diaspora does not make reference to the process of racialization that living in a multi
ethnic and multiracial context often involves. More ofterhan not Chileang; like
Argentineans and Uruguayans are assumed to be absorbed into a normative
WgKAGSYSaaQ Ay GKSANI 9dzNRBLISIya K2ad O02dzy
SEAES Ay GKS 'Y 61 & T2N YIye | KAKASHST@E aiXK
FYR FAYRAY3IA (KSYAaSt @S a This ShpsititulatlyIneIossd S R |
Britisho 2 N/ / KAf Slyad 9ELISNASyOSa G(KFG GSf¢
WaSASWRENI A2y Q / KAESIEY O2YLINAAS etbnicikty Y LI S &

through diasporic experiences (Knowles 2003, 162).

In response to experiences estrangement Shilling (2008) observes, migrants
usually create spaces in which they can receive validation in relation to their customs,
habits and physical appeance. The sense of otherness and their dispersion across the

UK and in London also allder understandingof the relevance of the different social
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scenesto which this research attends. Gathering places, community programd

diverse social activitiebecame important spaces of connection for a dislocated,
estranged and scattered group of people. Thefr@ OF G A2y 2F [ KAt Sty
language, modes of comportmerand a common history not only served to mitigate

their dislocation fromHomeQo dzii I £ a2 ( K S diffee@@hat paiticubaFy 6 S A Y
pervaded the lives of exile children and teenagerseXsoredin the next section, the

Chilean Solidarity &npaign (CSCand other activities became important points of

congregatiorfor them.

Searching for a home in the public sphere

Political organizations, public manifestatipnand social movements have been
highlighted as important featuiein the lives of Chilean exildiwing abroad during the
dictatorship. The main aims of these molatibns were to bridge the gap between the
K2aid YR GKS SELSttAy3dI OzdzyiNnSaz G2 Of
international social awareness and to keep alive their political principles for the future
(Camacho 2006; Del Pozo 2006; Wright and Oiate 206@}se activities allowed exiles

to keep and recover abroad what in Chile had been suppressed and lost during the
dictatorship: namely, political life and an active use of public spaethe same time,

they developed instances for exiles to come together as a group.
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Demonstrating in LondonLondon, date unknown. By Fidel Corde

Some assetthat the associative character of Chilean exiles was reactive and that it was
usually transformed by or adapted to the international cont€&ranajdr and Roniger
2007) as well as by what happened in the country of ori@onlzman2002 Del Pozo
2006) Yet, littleis knownabout howeventsin the host countries affected migrant3
sociality, their engagement with the local context and their participation in different

organization and movements.

During the 1970santiracist movemets and feminist organizatianwere an
important part of the public sphere. Then and toward the 1980s, there were also major
industrial and miners strikes as well as campaigns against exacerbated immigration
control and projects concerned with welfare, edtion and cultural activities (Brah

2009, 509). While looking at iBvibrant yet complex scene, Brah explains:

We¢KSAS 2NHBIYyATFGA2ya SYSNHSR | 3rAayad

and political crisis and an increasing entrenchment of racism19fA6s was a
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period when the Powellism of the 1960s came to suffuse the social fabric, and

gl & 3IANIRdzZrffe O2yaz2ft ARIFIGSR YR GNYyavyd

The CSCan ‘Englisibrganization of transnational solidarity with Chileas createl in

the mid-1970s Many Chileans, as well asfew Uruguayans and Argentineans, were
actively involvedIt was also a reawakening for part of the British population, some of
whom adhered to this movementLike many Chileans of her generationyisa
embracedthis solidarity agenda. While discussing the difficultesningto the UK as

an exile anchow she overcame (or learnt to live with) her sense of dislocatiahe

reflects:

W 2dz glyd G2 0SS LINRPFSaarAzylfts @& 62N
money,to be a woman. And we have to ttg-go-with-the-flow [with a smooth

rhythm and changing into English]. Try to keep yourself balanced in a situation

2T YIFIRyS&aaXxX F2NI YS GKS wO2YYdzyAides LI N
something vital inordd G2 o06S Fo6fS G2 tA@GSE Al oI &

[ dzZA alF NBfIFGSa KSNI LI NGAOALI GAzy Ay (KSas
F2NX¥AY3I GKS WO2YYdzyAlUASa G KI, she skysléié&maryr @Sy
Chileans, toward the 1980kuisa gt tired of the political divisions inside the Chilean
solidarity movements.She turned to work in the Solidarity Campaigns for Nicaragua

and El Salvador, and distanced herself from exilic (homeland oriented) politics. She
focused her energies to improieK S O2y RAUGA2Y & 2F Ay O2YAy3d |
As a settled refugee, she could publicly engage in those terms and bridge connections
with British organizations, unlike incoming economic migrants who faced diverse

constraints (Bermudez 2010, 83).

> As many scholars have described, Chilean exiles was a group segmented in relation to party

allegiance. This mimic the divisions that existed in Chile before their departure. The parties were
Democracia Cristiana (which backed up the military coup so finegence in exile was less
LINEYAYSYGozZ t I NIARAZ2 {2 Ohdrmally divided tap), ComBigt RIBRYE LI NJIi &
(Movimiento de Accion Popular UnitayisAmong my interviewees there are people from all these

political factions.
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During the early 1980s, Ken Livingstpa Labourist with strong socialist beliefs
K2 61 & ANRYAOIffte Ot SRresieddRrthe Sgadr 6 &
London Council. The Counftinded various community projects fdcatin Americas,
including nurseries, youth clubs, resources for football leagues and leisure centres.
Luisawho actively workedn these projectsrefersto]l A @Ay 3a 2y | & &a2YS?
aLJ O0S 2 GKS YAINI yi topalivckaaidgivd Svaice. Bitfi& A R ¢
YdzOK O2dzZ R 0SS R2yS 0SSOl dz&a S al NHdmhiily ¢ KI

projects were established in Lambeth. However, few have subsisted.

Thesepolitical associationmight well be seen as underlyitgi KS RNJ Y I 2 ¥
RAAGEYOS yI (A deslas WEANDE 20204 F  SYES G LIK2 NBE 2
references to a common origin and nationhog@lickSchiller 2005, 290, 298). Yet, | am
AYGSNBaAaGSR Ay WK2YSftFyR 2NASYGSR LRfEAGAO
. fdzy i 0 H nn cdturabpolitics ghapia&ides in Wasporare mobilized and
enacted over a variety of scales and chart both deterritorialized and reterritorialized
spaces of idetity, belonging and attachmefx As Kelly (2003) also observeshese
organizationshelp to overome isolation, providing material support, promoting
Odzf GdzNB Yy R &dzlJLJ @Ay3d FaadAradalkyoOoS GKNRdzAF
pK2aS tA0Sa KI OGS ORSYSRARANHZMERABEE SEOF B
NEAYTFT2NOS | aé&ysapy 2F 0St2yIAy3aQ

These instances of public engagement can take different shapes, including
formal political demonstrations, fundraising, lobby and other ordinary activities that
bring communities together through different forms of exchange. For the Chilean case
little attention has been given to pracdés and spaces that go beyond tlodficial
political organizations Expressions of popular culture, includingcser teams and
championships and activities related to folk traditiofi¥el Pozo 20Q6Knudsen 2001)

have remained largely overlooked
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Dancing Cuecd.ondon, date unknown. By Fidel Corde

While the political associative activities mentioned above have been identified as being
led mainly but not exclusivelyhy middle chss exilesinformal sociablity practices and
spaces have been acknowledged as working dtbsparticularly football. Despite
their translocal presence, the wide participation they attracted and their stability
across time(Bolzman 2002)these scenes have beemderestimated They have not
occupied an important place in understanding the collective experiences of exile, let
alone their value as an alternative form of political engagem@rking class exiles,
indeed, havecommonly been overlookeds a group It is often suggested that they
were a minority and that they were less politically enga¢fecbgnon2006) Asa result,

their activities havebeen overlooked as a form ebcial engagement in the host society.
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Pefias(folk parties) anda cancha(the football field were scenes that, along
with providing entertainment and spaces of congregation, became platforms of
political engagement and internatial solidarity. They comprised importapltatforms
for fundraising activitiesSocial awareness among children and ggupeople was also
raisedthere. As Carter shows, these ordinary activities are also part oftE@ES 2 LJ2 f A (0 A
2 T RA I AbdlygingCraatian diaspora in the United States in the contekithe
Balkan conflict in 1990s teays

Whe very banality and ondlariness of participating in fundraising activities such

as bake sales, picnics, barbecues and concerts mobilized many of those on the
margins of the CroatiaAmerican community into the arena of homeland

politics. From this position of mundane involvemghbecame easier to

0S02YS SYNR{ftSR Ay Y2NB 20S®D 64 RN SR
2005, quoted in Blunt 2007, 90)

Along with providing an alternative arena for political engagemémtcanchawas a

space of encounter between Latin Americ#iJ2 € A G A OF £ Q | Yy RhiieS O2 y 2
a Uruguayan political exile, became involvedarcanchain the early 1980s through

people that he knew in th&€€SCHe differentiates between Chilean exiles, who were
mostly wellS RdzOl G SR ' yR W&k O FSs FNRYS KAS2 YA RR

incoming migrants who were predominantly workers without any qualifications.

W2 KSy (KS [/ 2t 2 Yla kdnofidbecameNsbnae®iRgE mork idel
pueblo [i.e. popular]. And they always had their barbecue atethe, a bottle of
GAYST Al 6l a | &2 OAblasterd, 4 hugeradioX a6 K8 & SK
GKS® LXIFreSR Gl LSa FtyR FEftHQ

46



WEAYS Oly2¢f SRISa (GK2asS g2NJAy3a Oflaa
prevail inla canchabut he perceives the newcorhéi A Y ONBF aSR G KS WLIN
of the scene. Chilean working class exiles were differentiated from labour migrants due

to their ideologies, the forms of political mobilization and resistance that marked their

departure from Chile and their status London.

Alsgli KS LISNOSLIiA2Y 2F | RAFFSNBY (G wOdzL i«
played in the teanColeColoduring the 1980s, remembered:

Wt the beginning it was too politicised. With the arrival of the Colombians there

also arrived the B G KYZ (GKS YdzaAOX GKS& &/ 2t 2Y0]
S o/ KAtSFyae NBE F IAINBESN O2dzyiNEB® ¢
took Macond§ i K S NB ® Q

al NA2Qa& RA &én/Cyldnbiang 3hd Chie8n$ bave beemmon inla cancla.

These affirmabns ¢ by the overlapping of country of origin, culture and class
RSYy20SR GKS YI{1Ay3 2F SiKyaAOAade FyR-0GKS |
sets and in how space is organised (Knowles 2003; Cock 291y casethis process

operates byegdablishing categories which made some of them good leaders and others
322R 02Ré& LISNF2NN¥SNE® LI Aa AYLRNIFyOG G2
regarded as common sense in Chile. In the Southern Cone counp&tcularly Chile,
Argentina andUruguay ¢ I Y2 NBE W9 danNd LigSdsstified fo Ap@rSst, in
comparison with some Centr@élmerican and the northeratin Americancountries
6a4dzOK a /2ft2Y0ALF0 BKAOK | NBE O2Yyzyteée Sli
RomanVelazquez 1999). Plaxef belonging also involve the relocationstéreotypical

and nationalist minekets, subtle forms of discrimination and of power relations along

the lines of gender, class and ethnicity.

® Macondoisa fictional rural locale in the nov€ine Hundred Years of Solitu@arciaMarquez 1964).

&8 | 1jdz2 G A RMecgnd@QERIBNB A a8 8y 2 dz0S R yiR Y| INRAOS 2iizNBS2 N &l
expression and modes of comportment.
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Due to the primary focus on thgolitical public sphere, the scharship on the
Chilean diaspora haasso kept the publigirivate divide untouched. The connection of
those public spaces with family relations and the domestic arena has not been
adequately explored (an exception is Kay 1,98P8§. As a resuft g2 YSYy Q4
experiences of exile have not been given enough attention. The prevalent version of a
WY & Odzf XN6rambGeRal 2080Rs made the experiers of both women and

children remain overlooked. They are often seen as mere companions.

Y I e(ID88, 1987)case study of Chilean exiles in Scotland interrogates the
family and the @ YSaGA O &aLIKSNB |a I aoOSylFNA2 F2NJ
I OO02NRAY3I G2 YlLeées Ly AyONBI &raod withstheNBy S &
reduction of kinship control (due to the absence of the extended family) constituted a
period of empowermeii T2 NJ SEAt S 62YSyod Ww. &8 FTAYRAY3
private women [or housewives] moved in the opposite direction to many men, whose
overwhelming sensation was that of losihg @2 A OS KSNB Lif ThiswdS | Y
SY Kl yOSR losgstof thel §6I@ &f breadwinner and, therefore, their diminished
control of the domestic arena. As a result, Kay explained, the private sphere became a
highly conflictive scenario: while women were concerned teeseblish their family
life and harmonyin the home, men aimed to restablish their political lives in the
public realm. Consequently, women perceived the political activity of men as
WRSGNAYSYy Gt G2 0GKSANI FlLYAfe 2NASYGSR 32
active role in the running® G KS K2 Y S18). Iib thid odntent,dmprgan became
F gl NS 2F GKSANI adzoaSOuAazy (2 (GKS K2YSI ¢4
O2dzt R 32 2dziz o0SOI dzz® P AW zaZ G R &I A PO NKR

connotation of being privatized laoir, associated with narrow and conservative views

" Yal OKA&Y2Q inelatiod ® LafinyAmdrza@S y RSNJ LINF OGAO0Sa yR ARS2H
6Odzf G 2F SEIIIASNI GSR YIaOdAf AyaAlGeée Ay@dzt gaAy3a aiKSE
2PSNJ 20 KSNJI YSy ¢ 2003 1€ .[nypiactiae Ariadhisno Miaygehtd| protection, provision,

Fda ¢Stf a RNAY(1Ay3IZ 3ALYoftAy3d yR LINRB@GAY3I 2ySQa
explain the ways in whiclwvomen are excluded or distinctively incorporated in some public spaces,
and their common primary positioning (particularly by men) in the private sphere.
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2T (KS 4.27NIAR Q resulh gehdBroles have been challenged and have

undergone their own revolution in exile behind closed doors.

YIF2Qa NBAaASINOK &ddz33Sada aKI (ctodtibtie | YR
private and public spheres differently as spaces offséfifment and belonging. Home
is not simply an eulogized site of refuge for Chilean exile wofoerBachelard, 1994)
but one of patriarchal domination in which they have to struggle in order to challenge
imposed models and, to some extent, to make the home into their own domain.
Similarly,in Y I @ Q& ineb O rirgeém tofind refuge in the (private) home. The
loss of their role of breadwinner, the longing to recoteeir protagonismin the public
sphere and the tensianbrought about by theW 3 Sy RS NJ NKBYWD8sHzVe 2 v Q

disrupted tre idea of ths placeas a sanctuary for them.

LG A& AYLERZNIIYyG G2 y26S GKIFG YleQa Ofl
lives of both men and women in exile contradietsr at least does not fit very well
with the rich public political life hidighted by many scholars. This could &¢her
related to the particularities of Scotland or be the result of an overwhelming amount of
FGadSyadAazy LXFOSR 2y YSy | yR dédnainstgttenttedy Q (0 K
But, more interestingly, it invitethought about where the real refuge for exiles and
GKS / KAfSIY RAF&ALERNI Aa 02N glaovos |yR GKS
This opens questions regarding the meaning attached to collective and personal spaces,
as well asthe value ofthe family Wi KS O2 YY dzfi A {itRe Ra@idn fof theh S
/| KAt SEY RAL &L2 NI tgrat®riahddeldngng within tAefUKK 2 Y S =
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Weavingarpilleras (patchworks) in the street. Londondate unknown. By Fidel Cordel

Among ny participants,women also participated in the public reaJmet in gender
specific ways. Along with therontributions to the different scenes through food
prepaation and creating patchworksvbich were sold as means to gather money for
the solidarity initiativey women also had a direct role in the nurseries, senior clubs
FYR WY23GKSNBE O%BameEhdendexil® Wotgmwere Kciivdzas party
militants, the spaces women produced were also often in line with traditional ideas of
gender Theiractivities, despitebeing locatedwithin the transnational public sphere,
were based on forms of labour th&aave been traditionayl feminized and associated
with the domestic (i.e. cooking, weaving, caring for the old and the childiidmphugh
these activities, they locate themselves in the public sphere asdhgers and symbols

of nationaltraditions andnorms (Anthias and Yuval Davis 1993; Radcliff 1998)s
gendered way of occupying public domaimss beenalso notedby Shayne (2009) in
relation to exile women in Vancouvefs in other cases, Chilean exile women have
been key to voluntary work in theublic domain (Taylor 2005), particularly for the
labor involved in transnational social movements (Shayne 2009), including the

overlapping between the voluntary and political sector (Sudbury 1995).
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All'in all, the public sphere has been the mosntralfocus for scholaglooking
at Chilean exiles abroaduring the dictatorship9 EAf S4Q F2N¥a 2F Lz
have mostlybeendescribed as associative arenas of transnational solidariy, heir
value in providing a sense of belonging and continuitif Wi Wi KS K2 YSf | yRC
unattended. So it has beengnored these public terrains continuities and
transformatios® L | NHdz2S GKFd €221Ay3 4 GKSY | &
RSOAOSaQ onhdeBtandinglofthkirzeantinuity and changing nater Equally
AYLRZNIIFyd A& GKS SELX 2pNiicAINBY t ¥Ra 6KV GSNIR2G
other informal scenarios linked to leisure and the private realm, going beyioaid
binary understandings. Thpolitics of scenariosconceived as gregans, and how
actors make public and private domains collapaes unexplored aspects which |

elucidate in this research.

Returning, remigrating and the ranvention of home

WOAY3I 6AGK (KS JvidhcdrOas dndlétas lisiasvad akanmolBhdR & Q
emblematicmotto among Chilean exilesorldwide (Wright and Ofate 20Q561; Kay

1987, 73). This expression portrayhe dwelling of migrants whose readiness for
departure is inherent in their everyday livéKnowles2009) It reflects aprivately
shareddaily drama andh conflicthng meeting point betweerthe postponement of an

actual homecoming and the inability, or unwillingness, to make a home in the host
country at the beginning of their exileFor some of my research participant¥t A @A y 3
gAGK GKS adz GOl & Gishdd ixile§ KdalathRBmdRiéa® SRR ¥ @ ¥V D ¢
migrants. While the former were fighting for their right to return, the latteere

defending their right to stay.

That metaphor YI G SNAF €t AT SR RIFEAf&@ Ay LIS2LX SQ:
NBEYSYoSNE ericikahged the lcurtafnS @ my house, because always there was
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0KS (KAy3 2AvgueBHriidlly rdsisted l€@ini@ydEnglish due to this possible
return. AleXNBYSYO SNBE KA & Fl YA @ @AY gH Afiz2 yhlRiGR WA KE
would contain he letter informing them that his father was finally allowed to return to

Chile with then. The yearning for a home was not simply imagined. From the very
beginning, it manifested through material objects and practicesdesire for a home

becoming groundd.

The end of the dictatorship in 1990 opened the possibility for an actual
homecoming. Some Chilean exiles, however, made return trips before, after the mid
1980s when the regime allowed some of them to do so. Recovering their right to return
distorted, once again, the interplay between thémitations and possibilities of
movement (Van Hear 199844). Rebolledq2006) calls this route the RSB A A 2 Q
LINEOS&a Ay 6KAOK SEAfS& FINB y2i WF2NOSRQ
Focwsing on the experience of second generations, King and Christou (2011) call this
LINE O S & a -disdgpecdnbvierSexas it contrarests the dispersion experienced at

first.

During exile, myths of the homeland were nurtured. The treasured memories of
home were often idealizations associated with the Chile of the 19@0gltacethey
hoped to find,reconstruct and recoverThe literature describes return movements as
experiences ofprofound disenchantment (Rebolledo 2006). The loss of political
referents n Chile and the cultural gaps generated by both the temporal distance and
the transformative experience of living in another country involved new dislocations.

Alex refects onhis first return visit;

W2 S gSNB ftAGAY3I Ay (K $the®Sidldvhete b dpficA OA I f
with which one used to see Chile was created by what the people [from Chile]

sent to us in relation to what we were expectiMyhen | went to Chile it

astonished me how much Chile had changed. It was another country! And then |

realized that exile is not a problem of distance, it is not a problem of being here

52



2NJ GKSNBE> 2F FTNRYOGASNE 2NJ SNNAG2NARSAZ
temporal problem. We stayed exiled in time. To go back we needed a time
YI OKA Y S I negdsan &foplan@ i

Even those who made clandestine tripsuch as those photojournalists who were sent
to Chile by theChileanCommittee forHuman Right{GCHR ¢ will come back with
images and tales which highlighted (leftwing) political resistancetlaadestiges of the
UP. Chilean routes toward economic neoliberaliserewonly subtly depicted by them
through ordinary scenes. These images are found in the exhibition that accioespan
this thesis. They complement this account by depicting what exilegjimed and
expected to find there, as well as the imaginings which infused their political

mobilization and help them to continue with their daily life in London.

Exile adults and children and trgritishrborn second generation did not inhabit
the UK reglarly going back to Chile for their holidafdd. King et al. 2011)The first
return visit often took place after the end of theeventeen yeadictatorship These
weremosty WSELJ 2NJ G2NBE GNRLIEAQ o/ 2N¥yS22 Hnnyo
adequateto do a definitive return. Béore this WNEB | f A (a8 Alex icaledl |ittke
Chilean diasporaad a collection of memories and storiesa placdeft behind mostly

in the 1970s.

Rather than as a homecoming, returning was frequently experienced as an
Wdzy a SG Gt Ay 3 Ldd SHafsono280% Nar®y detuiindes lived &G S Y L2 NI €
RA&a2dzyOlUdzNBEQ avwKbaf{SR2UunOe6f DTHEIGIKE 233
WLIINRPLISyaAde 2F YAINryda G2 K2ftR 2ya2 GNI
GdzNY 2 LINR Y2tev3a@ NI f WRAIB@HZ OG0 dzNB Q 06 StibgeS Sy
who stay (in King et al. 20121). The time machine that Alex nestiwould allow him
not only to come back to a place in which his principles and projects could still find
validity, but also to find MR&a O LJISaz gl &a 2F aLlsSlk{Ay3aszs LI

monetary system thatvould facilitate his daily navigation in the city.
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That disjuncture was aldived by exile children anthe second generatianFor
Miguel, who arrived in London as aninfahtK A £ S gl a WGKS LI NI RA &
RSAaONAOGSa KAA SyO2dzyi SN oK dekming vastalo & & |
corporeal experience (King and Christou 20Hg remembershe sounds seeing the
flag, eatingempanadasand reviving a lot of tetile connections with things tha
RSALIAGS 0SAY3I FIF YA ALl Nacguidd & eW aukayherfV®y y R 2 v G
SeSa 02dzZ RYyQU FYe@Y2NBTCRE NYNEA I IKAL EMNLONIAS
turned soon towards demystification. Theigea pivotal mundane encounténat made

this mythicalsite become an ordinary place:

W2 KSYy 6S I NNAGSR (2 {I ywask | ARB (KIS IT 2 ME
know that this will sound weird but | nev@ever thought that we had pigeons

[in Chile]! h term of birds, they were all beautiful; all were like tropical, with

colours and singing beautifully. When | arrived to Blaza de Armaand | saw

I LA3IS2y L &alAR [ 221 RIFIRZ | LA3AS2yés

0K2dzal yRIGoked & ! KA Y | yIRNE GRINER MKAIS2ya K
YSOSNE ySOSNIAY Yeé fAFS GK2dAKG GKFG 0

Miguel adds,

WL Y S I]y6 beautifiil Abtit he mountain they [first generation exiles]

painted to us was a marvellous mountain! [referriregthe iconicCordillera de

los Andekwhere there is always snow and the sun hits in the morning and is

If gl &a oSl dzi A T dihereés LiglydaBdkKhasiprettydhitags tob, f 2 {
fA1S SOSNEGKSNB® LIQa | y2NXIf LI I OS®HC

Particularly for exile childreand the second generation, return visits moved between
the joy of discovery and the disillusionment of demystificatiddter growing up

WR2YAY I 0SRQ o0& (GKSANI LI NBylaQ yIFINNIGAGBSA
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for second generations and i children to create their own versions of ftheir new

versions of Chileemerged in dialogue with (and sometimes counteracting) the
YENNI GABSE 2F (GKS LINBQGA2dza ISYSNI GAZ2Yyaod
ONBIiA2YQ OAORROEBHAYRSHESYTENBLARGKE QT ARSI &
reprocessed and rappropriated through grounded experiences and actual diasporic

inhabitancies.

hyS 27F GKS YIldaryg thédeik MIORIP S NBISE Rxtekided” S Q
family. Visiting the gnadparents, travellingacrossthe country to get to know cousins,
aunts and uncles, as well as listening to the ancestral family tales, are part of this
WS E O ad¥entyrel ndeed, e house of the relativesare frequenttopoi in their
memories of ChilgKing et al.2011) These places were where the) 2 dzf R WNX |
O2y yTa W 5 | &  kQARcia daiisRahiel KaBrilish-born second generation
Chilean, describes himmily housel W02022y QY | &t ¥SI &I N¥Y
dY2aLKSNBEQ®

The enounter with family, however, also involved confusidn.London, many
| KAt SFya RS@OSt2LISR 02y Ra faANadmiia o2lexi®qNd TSt €
form of fictive kinship based on elective bonds, mostly with those who were politically
and personaf & FFfA1S® 5FyASt K2 WINBKB] JzLF NS

explains:

X the real family does not work like that. They are not friends necessarily.

There are other sorts of things boiling on the surfaxce !  3INR dzLJ 2 F LIS 2
grow up togethe, not necessarily liking each other and fighting, which all sisters

and brothers do. And some of them might end up friends and some of them

YAIKG y24 GFHt1 G2 SFOK 20KSN) SEOSLII T2
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CNF @StEEtAYyI (2 [ KATS Ay ORI YWSIRE S NI Ay dal yI2f
FYR WK2g QKA GFM2RNA&B O YR RAAFINBSYSyda GKI-
were exacerbated by political stances. Having relatives with bothwiefy and right

wing allegiancesPinochetistasand Allendistas would involve strong clashes during

family meetings.

Both within and outside the family, many exiles, across generations, faced what
GKS fAGSNY GdzNB KFa OFffSR GKS WwWyedkK 27
projected bythe Pinochetregime has bee described as the idea that exiles were
wSyea2eAay3d | t2y3 @FrOFrGA2y YR  G6BLLI | NI
Experiencing some social mobility, knowing more about the world, acquiring
professional degrees or saving money during exile wer& git 4 SSy which W& A\
caused resentment, thus enhancing the myth of the golden exile (Wright and Onate
1998 221). SinceLondon was perceived asan economically prosperousity, some

returneeswere seeras affluent, which caused discomfort and econonEsgure.

On a national level, there wasweidespread social amnesia amaboos about
the dictatorship and exileThismade visiting Chile an alienating experience for many
exiles. It was not easy for them to go back to a country where their experiemzks a
AU2NASa oSNBE aAfSyYyOSR owSo2tfSR2 HnanncoL®
noo 2Re& a1 SR YS GIKISANGBA L NEB R RS yikar & Wi KS N
O2dz R GFf1 lo2dzi Y& SELSNASYyOSQd Ly [ KA
economic and political successes of the present, while denying the atrocities and scars
of the past, were strategies of political consensdwslding as means of advancing
Wi23SHKSND (i 2(@drcHRRtzal. 20068; SmdzBairidzRIBY; Richard004).
Nevertheless, for those who returned after years living abroaéxalges and who had
not participated in the cultivation of these tacitly accepted rules of forwaking

progress, these agreements caused an acute sendesgcement
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The perception o6 SA y 3 R A Terhaiddlyfhat seénseSONdEs@cation.
Ths feeling of being oubf-place isrecalledparticularly by those who travelledack
K 2 Y &Qeenagers or youth. In pedictatorial Chiletheir fashion styles,eflected in
their clothes, hasstyles and bodily poses, would generate different reactiohlécia

recalls:

WX RARYQU KIF@S Sy2dzaAK AYF2NNIGAZ2Y (G2 2
FYR K2g LIS2L)XS NBfFTGSR (G2 YSo® [ 2dz (y269
mall or a big shop, wearing those jeans that were fashionable here, just full of

rips. And | wore them [when | was] with my cousin who was coming from
{6SRSY>S YR 6S 6SNB FT2ff286SR SOSNRSHGKSN
time | had all my hair like... just a mess! Just how we would have it here... | felt
differentin Chile and I feli K I G LJS2 L)X S f @&t IS®keini Y SX |
{ LI ¥y A & Kvhekelare gdu froméQ

/| KAt S| y &werelalfolakefledri@rSof the poslictatorial Chilean society in which
WoSAY3d RAFFSNBYIQ 41 & dzydzadzZ £ & YninkwhieS Qa vy
f221Ay3 G S@OSNE2YS WRNBaaiaAy3a (GKS &l vYso
fashionable and trendy for her in London (such as her messy style influenced by Ska),

were perceived as inappropriate there.

Alicia felt different in Chile as much sise had while becoming a migrant as a
child in the 1970s in the UKLhis echoes the experience of other exile Children.

RRYSY6SNAY3A 4 KSy gkn§ofran Landdif Migusreflectsi K S

@ Adeaysal 2  OS NI
'.F

WLY [/ KAES (KSE¢
X At Sty odzi tA1S | 2

&
F2NBAIY SN LQY

O«
~ O(
W
—
(&
=t

8 {2YS 2F Y& AYyGSNWBASsSSa NBYSYOSNI 6SAy3a OF f ¢
refer to people from Angk&axon countries and accents, regardless racial complexity.
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@2dz tA1S F F2NBAIYSNI Fa ¢Sttty aez2dz | NB
KSNBE¢Qd {2 ¢gKSy L ¢l a GoSyide @SHNR 2fR
Ffgreéea o60S I F2NBAIYSNY LIQA | NBIfAGSE

Knowlesnotes that migrantsusually imaginell K Bométnd)¥s a place where the

racially and ethnically defined alterity of migration&@ig@ t dSaz I yR gleSNBE
is not placed in questi®) not scrutinised by others, and not the subject of political
calculatiorf)2003, 161). Howeverhese trips have made them perceive themselves as
WRAFFSNBY (I THRBBQLEKABSMWEXIFYVI/ BRI &dad Wt aa;
as passing for British was in the past (cf. Ahmed 1999). This developed into a sense of
discomfort and of being strangers in the homeland (Tsuda 20R&)rning was not a

closing stage but the beginning of another for the diaspora (Askeland and Sgnneland

2011)¢ new subjetivities and notions of homeame into play.

The Chilean diaspofastays inChilemade thedifficulties of a potential return
became palpableGetting a job, nationalizing their Britighorn children, validang
professional titles and, in sum, makindifa, were aspirationsthat proved to be tricky
to achieve. After yearaway, exiledackeda strong social web, which was crudiala
country where nepotism was a common tool of sociahobility. The stigmas
02y aiNHz00GSR | NBdzy R oWBSIE delv Sodial hetwsriS. Abliann® A T F A
said, WAG gl a tA1S adlNIAYDY $9 ORNLRIGdioBd & | y &.
context which was not precisely of economic prospeigary 40% of the population
was living under the poverty line in 198@he privatization of public services, lack of
social benefitsand high soci@conomic inequaliNl A a SR ljdzSadA 2y a NB
ability to provide them with a home. Thgeneral consensuamong exiles in London is
that the majority of those who returng were from the middle and upper classes. They
had the cultural, social and economic capital to do so. Yet, there are no official figures

regarding this.

At the end of the dictatorship Chile had 38% of poverty with 13% of pebple$f t SR | & WK2 Y St
and a high concentration of the population in the lower and lower middle class (CASEN 2006).
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Wae& aoKz22ft Yl (i SSantidgy, 1994 By ahoAyMbug iNgrnied

Returning was a distressing experience and a frustrated triumph for many Chilean
exiles.Repatriation did not necessarily meaeturning home (Blunt and Dowling 2006,
228229).Indeed, h some caseghese tripsdeveloped a stronger bond with theK

(ibid., 206).Either aftera few years living in Chile or immediately after their return,

some of them pzNE dzSR | LINRORBRAA 2WQ WNE G(KS ' Yo |
explainsthis remigration commonly involves more choices than constraints compared

with the initial exile, but individuals also seem to be compelled due to various

constraints.

W9 @S W DE Hidnamandy returnees have not had a comfortable time

[...] coupled with the depressed employment opportunities and tack of

FlL YA AL NFhangelant Athese havépfompted counter movements
backtothe ENNRA G2 NBE NB OS5It e tSTIPQ O0AOARDE

The exileswho stayed inthe UKlistenedto stories about Chilean returnees, which

discouraged rettning for many of them.Alsq having British-born children was a
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