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Feminist	Duration	Reading	Group
established	at	Goldsmiths

Feminist Duration
A Reading Group on Feminisms, 

Consciousness-Raising and Leave-Taking

RESEARCH PROGRAMME. DEPARTMENT OF ART, GOLDSMITHS.

Goldsmiths, University of London
New Cross, London, SE14 6NW, UK
Telephone: + 44 (0)20 7919 7171

This monthly reading group considers the resonance of earlier moments of feminist 
thinking, art and activism in contemporary life. Juxtaposing texts from the 1970s and 
1980s with current positions, the group highlights feminist concepts of intimacy, 
communication and collectivity. The relevance of the practice of consciousness-raising, 
or autocoscienza within Italian feminism, is explored. Might a return to such tactics help 
us to combat the exhaustion, fragmentation and anxiety that we experience under 
networked capitalism today? What are the potentials, and pitfalls, of such collective 
processes of talking, listening, and analyzing?
 
Texts from outside the Anglo-American feminist tradition will be sought out. These 
include the works of Italian feminists Luisa Muraro and Carla Lonzi. Lonzi’s accounts of 
her exit from the women’s movement, the art world, and her intimate relationship with the 
artist Pietro Consagra, are key reference points, opening up questions about 
leave-taking and affective withdrawal as feminist tactics.

The Feminist Duration Reading Group builds on the research symposium Feminist Duration in Art and 
Curating that took part in Art Department at Goldsmiths, University of London, in March 2015.
http://art.gold.ac.uk/research/feminist-duration-in-art-and-curating/
 
The Reading Group is part of a series of events – some public, others more intimate and 
unprofessionalised – that will culminate in a weekend of public activities in London in December 2015.

Dates
Tuesdays at 7pm
July 14th, August 11th, September 8th, October 6th, December 1st

        

Location
The first meeting will take place at Goldsmiths, University of London.

Please email for details, directions, and readings, to: 

h.reckitt@gold.ac.uk



Carla	Lonzi’s thinking	can	therefore	be	regarded	as	a	
weapon	that	spares	nothing—including	its	own	
author—and	whose	unsettling	power	still	remains	intact	
and	contagious	today.

Claire	Fontaine,	We	Are	All	Clitoridean Women:	Notes	on	Carla	Lonzi’s
legacy,	e-flux,	2013



Through feminism I freed myself from the inferiority-culpability of being clitoridian
… and I accused men of everything. Then I started to doubt myself and to defend 
myself through every possible thought and inquiry into the past. Then I doubted 
myself completely in rivers of tears … After that I was no longer innocent or guilty.
—Carla Lonzi, Taci, anzi parla

Portrait	of	Carla	Lonzi,	date	unknown.	Photo:	Lonzi Bassa.





We	no	longer	believe	what	men,	politicians	or	journalists,	scientists	or	
husbands,	say	about	us,	about	our	destiny,	about	our	desires	and	
duties.

Donne	e’	bello	/	Woman	is	Beautiful,	Anabasi group,	1972



WE	DON’T	BELIEVE	
WHAT	THEY	SAY	

ABOUT	US
1970s	Italian	feminist	slogan





Fulvia Carnevale,	And	They	Ask	for	her	Help	More	Than	They	Are	Ready	
to	Help	Her,	Lecture,	Goldsmiths	Research	Symposium,	Feminist	
Duration	in	Art	and	Curating,	2015

Carla	Lonzi:
“Women’s	oppression	doesn't	start	within	time	but	it	hides	in	the	
darkness	of	the	origins.	Women’s	oppression	isn’t	abolished	by	the	
killing	of	men.	It	isn’t	abolished	by	equality.	It	continues	within	equality.	
It	isn’t	abolished	by	a	revolution.	It	continues	within	revolution.”



Fulvia Carnevale of	Claire	Fontaine:	And	They	Ask	for	her	Help	More	Than	They	Are	Ready	to	Help	Her
Feminist	Duration	in	Art	and	Curating	research	symposium,	Goldsmiths,	2015

With	response	by	Nina	Power



Feminist	Duration	Reading	Group,	Unwritten	
Rules
Refer	to	the	text.
We	are	not	here	necessarily	to	advocate	for	these	positions,	but	to	
explore	them	and	their	current	resonance	and	the	difference	in	context	
between	now	and	then.
Try	not	to	show	off	about	how	much	you	know.	
This	is	about	learning	and	exploring,	together.



Feminist	Duration	Reading	Group,	SPACE	Studios,	
London.	
Meeting	on	Lotta Feminista /	Wages	for	
Housework,	September	2015

















































Feminist	Duration	Reading	Group	Schedule

3	March,	2015

Curating	Studio,	Art	Department,	Goldsmiths,	University	of	London

Carla	Lonzi,	‘Let's	Spit	on	Hegel,’	1970

Antonella	Nappi,	‘Nudity,’	1971

La	Libreria delle donne di	Milano/Milan	Women’s	Bookstore	Collective,	‘Sexual	Difference,	A	Theory	of	Social-Symbolic	Practice,’	1987

Session	inspired	by	Claire	Fontaine	and	led	by	Helena	Reckitt

10	March,2015

Curating	Studio,	Art	Department,	Goldsmiths,	University	of	London

Lea	Melandri,	‘Autonomy	and	the	Need	for	Love:	Carla	Lonzi,	Vai pure,’	2000

Lea	Melandri,	‘The	Ongoing	Practice:	“Analysis	Groups”	and	“Subconscious	Groups”’,	2000

Session	inspired	by	Claire	Fontaine	and	led	by	Helena	Reckitt

11	August	2015:	Carla	Lonzi and	Luisa	Muraro

SPACE

Session	led	by	Helena	Reckitt

http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/news/feminist-duration-a-reading-group-on-feminisms-consciousness-raising-and-leave-taking/



9	September	2015:	Lotta Feminista /	Wages	for	Housework

SPACE

Session	led	by	Helena	Reckitt

http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/news/feminist-duration-a-reading-group-on-feminisms-consciousness-raising-and-leave-taking-sep-2/

6	October	2015:	Suzanne	Santoro

SPACE

Session	led	by	Helena	Reckitt

http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/news/feminist-duration-a-reading-group-on-feminisms-consciousness-raising-and-leave-taking-oct/

3	November	2015:	Adriana	Cavarero and	Olivia	Guaraldo

SPACE

Session	led	by	Diana	Georgiou

http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/news/feminist-duration-a-reading-group-on-feminisms-consciousness-raising-and-leave-taking-nov/

1	December	2015:	Translation	as	a	Feminist	Practice:	Gayatri Chakravorty

SPACE

Spivak and	Teresa	de	Lauretis.	

Session	led	by	Laura	Guy.

http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/news/feminist-duration-a-reading-group-on-feminisms-consciousness-raising-and-leave-taking-dec/



1-13	December	2015

Now	You	Can	Go

ICA,	Raven	Row,	The	Showroom,	SPACE

Programme	developed	by	Angelica	Bolletinari,	Giulia	Casalini,	Diana	Georgiou,	Laura	Guy,	Helena	Reckitt,	Irene	Revell,	Amy	Tobin.	Coordianted by	Dimitra	Gkitsa.

2	February	2016

SPACE	

Feedback	and	Next	Steps

Session	led	by	Helena	Reckitt

http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/news/feminist-duration-a-reading-group-on-feminisms-consciousness-raising-and-leave-taking-feb/

1	March	2016:	The	Milan	Women’s	Bookstore	Collective	and	the	Practice	of	Entrustment

SPACE	

Session	inspired	by	Alex	Martinis	Roe	and	led	by	Helena	Reckitt

http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/news/feminist-duration-a-reading-group-on-feminisms-consciousness-raising-and-leave-taking-mar/

5	April	2016:	Gloria	Anzaldúa and	Barbara	Christian

SPACE	

Gloria	Anzaldúa and	Barbara	Christian

Session	led	by	Diana	Georgiou

http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/news/feminist-duration-a-reading-group-on-feminisms-consciousness-raising-and-leave-taking-apr/	



3	May	2016	:	Spanish	Transfeminismo:	Lucía Egaña Rojas	and	Manifesto	Transfeminista

SPACE	

Session	led	by	Giulia	Casalini

http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/news/feminist-duration-transfeminismo/	

7	June	2016:	The	Milan	Women’s	Bookstore	Collective	and	the	Practice	of	the	Unconscious

SPACE	

Session	led	by	Lucia	Farinati with	Helena	Reckitt

http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/news/feminist-duration-jun/

5	July	2016:	Adriana	Cavarero

SPACE	

Session	led	byLucia Farinati and	Sara	Paiola

http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/news/feminist-duration-jul/	

2	August	2016:	Queer	Beograd

SPACE	

Session	led	by	Jet	Moon

http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/news/feminist-duration-aug/



6	September	2016

SPACE	

Scuola Senze Fine	– School	Without	End:	Italian	Women	and	the	150	Hour	School	Diploma	Course

Session	led	by	Rose	Gibbs	with	Helena	Reckitt

http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/news/feminist-duration-reading-group-sep/

4	October	2016

SPACE	

Linda	Zerilli &	Anne	Boyer

Session	led	by	Amy	Tobin

http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/news/feminist-duration-reading-group-oct/

1	November	2016

SPACE	

Icelandic	Women’s	Strike	of	24th	October	1975

Session	led	by	Lynne	Friedli andValeria Graziano

http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/news/feminist-duration-reading-group-nov-1/



6	December	2016

SPACE	

Tiqqun:	Sonnogram of	a	Potentiality	

Session	led	by	Helena	Reckitt

http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/news/feminist-duration-reading-group-dec/

7	February	2017

SPACE	

A	History	of	Arab	Feminism

Session	led	by	Giulia	Damaini

http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/news/feminist-duration-reading-group-feb/

7	March	2017

SPACE	

Islamic	Feminisms

Session	led	by	Giulia	Damaini

http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/news/feminist-duration-reading-group-mar/

/



4	April	2017

SPACE	

Kyla	Wazana Tomkins

Session	led	by	Helena	Reckitt	in	collaboration	with	Emilia-Amalia	Feminist	Working	Group

http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/news/feminist-duration-reading-group-apr/

22	May	2017	

SPACE	

Questioning	through	Writing

Session	led	by	Gabby	Moser	of	Emilia-Amalia	Feminist	Working	Group

http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/news/feminist-duration-reading-group-may/

4	July	2017

SPACE	

Right-Wing	Women

Session	led	by	Alexandra	Kokoli

http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/news/feminist-duration-jul-2017/

August	2017

Informal	Meal	at	the	house	of	Irene	Revell and	Vanda	Playford



5	September	2017
SPACE	

Feminisms	in	China

Session	led	by	Cinzia Cremona	in	collaboration	with	Whisky	Chow

http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/news/feminist-duration-sep-2017/

October	2017	

SPACE	

Women	at	Work:	Art	and	Feminisms	in	Australia
Session	led	by	Laura	Castagnani and	Diane	Baker	Smith

November	2017

SPACE	
Wages	for	Housework:	Confrontations

Session	led	by	Jacqueline	Hoang	Ngyen and	Helena	Reckitt	

November	2017
Grand	Union,	Birmingham

Feminist	Duration	Reading	Group	On	the	Road:	Entrustment

Session	led	by	Angelica	Bolletinari,	Sabrina	Fuller,	Sara	Paiola,	Helena	Reckitt,	Amy	Tobin

December	2017
SPACE	

Hydrofeminism

Session	led	by	Sabrina	Fuller



December	2017

SPACE	

Hydrofeminisms

Session	led	by	Sabrina	Fuller

February	2018

SPACE	

Feminisms	in	Egypt

Session	led	by	Felicity	Allen



Feeling	Backwards,	workshop	by	Nina	Wakeford,	Raven	Row,	as	part	of	Now	You	Can	Go
8	December	2015.	Photo:	Christian	Luebbert

Now	You	Can	Go	was	developed	by	Angelica	Bolletinari,	Giulia	Casalini,	Diana	Georgiou,	Laura	Guy,	Helena	Reckitt,	Irene	Revell,	
&	Amy	Tobin.	Coordinated	by	Dimitra	Gkitsa.



Feeling	Backwards,	workshop	by	Nina	Wakeford,	Raven	Row,	as	part	of	Now	You	Can	Go
8	December	2015.	Photo:	Christian	Luebbert



05	Sep.	2017
6-9pm
EMILIA-AMALIA	Session	XI:	Wages	for	Housework—The	Canadian	Context
Facilitated	by	Helena	Reckitt,	with	special	guest	Christina	Rousseau.	Presented	in	collaboration	with	
the	Blackwood	Gallery	in	tandem	with	the	exhibition	“Habits	of	Care”



05	Sep.	2017
6-9pm
EMILIA-AMALIA	Session	XI:	Wages	for	Housework—The	Canadian	Context
Facilitated	by	Helena	Reckitt,	with	special	guest	Christina	Rousseau.	Presented	in	collaboration	with	
the	Blackwood	Gallery	in	tandem	with	the	exhibition	“Habits	of	Care”



Milan	Women’s	Bookshop	Collective

“The	women’s	movement	has	revived	in	us	the	
sense	of	fearlessness	we	had	in	childhood	and	
thought	we	had	lost.	We	find	in	this	a	point	of	
reference	for	becoming	what	we	are	and	wanting	
what	we	want”.	



Fulvia Carnevale,	Claire	Fontaine:	Don’t	Think	You	Have	Any	Rights:	The	Challenges	of	Italian	
Feminisms,	Now	You	Can	Go,	The	Showroom,	London,	December	2015

The	feminist	reformist	approach	that	gave	birth	to	
the	politics	of	equal	opportunities	and	quotas	that	
just	integrated	women	into	the	existing	structures	
of	society,	and	that	we	are	also	implicated	within,	
has	to	deal	with	the	main	contradiction:	the	
institution	that	hosts	us	and	accepts	us	is	the	
same	that	yesterday	excluded	us.



Wages	For	Housework

“If	we	strike,	we	won’t	leave	unfinished	
products	or	untransformed	raw	materials;	by	
interrupting	our	work	we	won’t	paralyze	
production,	but	rather	the	reproduction	of	
the	working class.	And	this	would	be	a	real	
strike	even	for	those	who	normally	go	on	
strike	without	us.”	
Emilian,	Wages	for	Domestic	Labour
Coordination,	Bologna,	1976



The	Politics	of	Translation,	Gayatri Spivak (quotes)

There	is	nothing	necessarily	meretricious	about	the	Western	feminist	gaze.

This	becomes	particularly	difficult	when	the	metropolitan	feminist,	who	is	
sometimes	the	assimilated	postcolonial,	invokes,	indeed	translates,	a	too	quickly	
shared	feminist	notion	of	accessibility.	

If	you	want	to	make	the	translated	text	accessible,	try	doing	it	for	the	person	who	
wrote	it.	The	problem	comes	clear	then,	for	she	is	not	within	the	same	history	of	
style.	

Warns	against	using	“a	language	quickly	learned	with	an	idea	that	you	transfer	
content,	then	you	are	betraying	the	text	and	showing	rather	dubious	politics.”



Teresa	de	Lauretis,	introduction	to	Sexual	Difference

The	dense	substratum	of	connotations,	resonances,	and	
implicit	references	that	the	history	of	a	culture	has	sedimented
into	the	words	and	phrases	of	its	language	is	often	simply	
untranslatable;	thus	the	act	of	translation	is	often	a	rewriting	of	
the	original	language	(in	this	case,	Italian)	and	a	reconfiguration	
or	interpretation	of	its	plurivocal meaning	by	means	of	
connotations	and	resonances	built	into	the	words	and	phrases	
of	the	second	language	(in	this	case,	American	English). […]	

Italian	does	not	normally	use	the	word	gender for	sex-based	
distinctions	between	female	and	male”	– using	sesso,	sex,	
instead	…	and	the	adjective	femminile,	generally	translated	as	
female,	also	corresponds	to	‘feminine’	as	well	as	the	male	
gender.



Rescue	Missions,	as	part	of	Now	You	Can	Go,	ICA	December	2015
Chaired	by	art	historian Amy	Tobin,	speakers	include	artist Sonia	Boyce,	director	of	the	Live	Art	
Development	Agency, Lois	Keidan,	art	collector Valeria	Napoleone and	co-director	of	Hollybush
Gardens, Lisa	Panting.



Pablo	Pakula,	On	Social	Reproduction
part	of	Now	You	Can	Go,	the	ICA,	December	2015









Alex	Martinis	Roe,	“Dedications	#2:	The	Milan	
Women’s	Bookstore	Collective,”	If	I	Can’t	Dance	I	
Don’t	Want	to	be	Part	of	Your	Revolution,	2013	

It	is	so	important	that	contemporary	practitioners	are	able	to	
contribute	to	feminist	futures	by	affirming,	citing	and	respeaking
feminist	genealogies	without	appealing	to	their	similarity,	or	identity	
with	those	genealogies.	In	this	way,	they	are	able	to	obtain	the	
authority	to	speak	simultaneously	through	their	own	singularity,	their	
irreducible	(sexual)	difference,	and	also	through	their	common	
participation	in	a	transgenerational	political	project	– a	common	desire	
for	a	culture	of	difference.	



from	Intimate	Acts:	A	Workshop	led	by	Kajsa
Dahlberg	and	Laura	Guy,	Now	You	Can	Go,	The	
Showroom,	2015



Claire	Fontaine

“Negative	preference	is	above	all	a	
political	act:	“I	am	not	what	you	see	
here”	gives	rise	to	“Let’s	be	another	
possible	now.”	


