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Within Special Collections we have a variety of items, each with its own story to tell. One such item is the
'Superintendents daily returns and receipt book - Evelyn', This book is full of interesting particulars that
really give you a unique sense of the times. The book dates from the 25 July 1934 to the 29 August 1936
and the 'Evelyn' of the title refers to the Evelyn Street Baths. Each neatly printed page lists the services
the public bath offered along with the cost for those services; in adjoining columns the superintendent
has assiduously filled out the payments collected for the goods and services each day. I found myself going
back and forth researching different elements of the book to try and gain more insight into the baths and
its location, the books original home.

'SUPERINTENDENTS DAILY RETURNS AND RECEIPT BOOK- EVELYN' [1]

Armed only with the knowledge that the book had some relationship to Evelyn Street in Deptford, I first
began by simply searching for the 'Evelyn Street Baths' in maps, public records, image databases and other
archival repositories but, with no results. I also contacted different research and library establishments to
try and find what information they held on the baths, or the companies associated with them.
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'SUPERINTENDENTS DAILY RETURNS AND RECEIPT BOOK - EVELYN' [1]

I emailed the 'Baths and Wash Houses Historical Archive' ?l, based in Newcastle-under-Lyme,
Staffordshire to enquire what exactly a Russian Vapour was, which was one of the services offered at the
bath. They were incredibly helpful, providing images and reference books to check, such as the incredibly
informative 'Anges Campbell's Report Public Baths and Wash-Houses in the United Kingdom 1918' [sJ_

Through the insightful correspondence with the 'Baths and Wash Houses Historical Archive' [3l, who
explained about the different vapour treatments and hot boxes so thoroughly in their response, I was able
to understand what a Russian vapour bath was.

From what I understand a Russian Vapour was most likely a treatment that involved a steam bath or a
steam box, sometimes referred to as simply Vapour Baths or the Vapour-Box by Robert Owen Allsop in
'Public Baths and Wash-Houses' (8, c.1894. Alfred W. S. Cross 'Public Baths and Wash-Houses 1906' 7I

refers also to Russian Baths and Russian (Vapour) Baths. I also learnt that a Turkish bath or Turkish Vapour
utilised dry heat whereas the Russian equivalent used wet steam.

SIGN USED TO ADVERTISE THE RUSSIAN VAPOUR BATHS IN BRICK LANE?I

It is said that the Russian baths were an important part of the culture of the East End Jewish community
and that they '...were mostly used by men following work on a Friday evening, before going to the
synagogue for prayers' P?A, The baths in Brick Lane were known as 'Schewzik's', named after their owner
Benjamin Schewzik. I considered the influential position that John Evelyn had in Deptford as not only is ta
street named it is not the only thing that has shared his name in the area. Using this knowledge, I explored
areas away from Evelyn street focusing mainly on buildings which bore the Evelyn name in the area, but
to no avail so the search continued.
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'SUPERINTENDENTS DAILY RETURNS AND RECEIPT BOOK- EVELYN' [1]

A small sticker within the inside of the fabulously marbled front cover of the superintendent's book tells
us that the book itself was produced by Gaylard and Son, an accounts book manufacturer and printing
contractor company based in New Cross. I explored their history in the hope that they may have saved
their records, which could contain information on who purchased their books and where they were
delivered to. Sadly, the business went into liquidation in 1994 and I could find no record, receipts or
contact details of the company. So, while interesting this didn't help me in my search for the bath.

ORD

'SUPERINTENDENTS DAILY RETURNS AND RECEIPT BOOK- EVELYN' [1]

In some pages there are receipts from the British Automatic Company, who most likely provided,
maintained, and collected the money from, a vending machine in the baths. Although a very well-known
company who had contracts with railways there is not much readily available information on the business.
The National Archive does have material from the British Automatic Company Limited however this only
covers the period 1967 to 1970 [17l_ The receipts in the superintendent's book give the address of the
baths as Evelyn Street Bath Deptford, but after further investigation I discovered that this was just how
the bath was popularly referred to at the time.

3



In my research a truly fascinating and insightful biog post was shared with me entitled 'An Urban Sociology
of Water' by Les Back'. The post explores public washing and states that 'The social lfe of water and
washing provides a way to understand the history of cities' [4l There is mention of the Laurie Grove Bath in
Deptford and the Clyde Street Baths but, nothing of the Evelyn Street Bath.

The picture on the left [13l was the only reference I could find indicating the presence of a bath house in
the Deptford area, other than the more well-known Laurie Grove Baths. But being unable to find its
location on a map or any source information for the image meant that the search continued. I later came
across a second image (on the right) [14l which is clearly a later image but from the architecture I could tell
it was the same building in the first photograph. In the second image however, the building is identified
as being the Clyde Street Baths and Library, clearly eliminating it as the Evelyn Street Baths.

After further discussion with colleagues, I decided to search street records of the dates the book covered,
which led me to find out that Evelyn Street had been bombed in the 1940s. This helped narrow my search
to pre- World War II. I traced the development of Evelyn Street to see how the road had changed over the
years and where there was a large enough space for a building that could accommodate a public baths. I
assumed a bath house would be larger than a residential building, like the other baths on the map. The
first evidence indicating the location of the bathhouse on Evelyn Street came after some extensive
exploration of maps between 1900 and 1970. I was unsure if the baths had been destroyed in the bombing
in 1940 but through meticulously studying the Evelyn Public Baths daily return book, I was certain that
the bath house was in existence and providing service between 1934 and 1936. I focused my search as
close to those dates as possible though eventually I extended my search to later years as later maps
provided better detail of the area. Finally, I found a bathhouse on the map series OS 1:1,250/1:2,500,
1944-1970, online, on the National Library of Scotland.
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GEOREFERENCED MAPS - NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND (NLS.UK)f111

Everything was coming together! The baths were not in fact directly on Evelyn Street but, were between
Evelyn and Clyde Street and were attached to the Clyde Street library and bore the sign Deptford Public
Bath. The baths opened in 1928 and served the community until around 1988. [15l

s three swimming baths at Laurie Grove adjoining
the Tuwn llalJ. A plant giving continuous filtration and sterilisation
maintains the purity of the water at all times. The plant is capable of
filtering the whole of the water in the baths within four hours on,J the
system of " break-point " chlorination ensures the purity and safety of
the water even during periods of maximum use.
Two of the swimming bats are open all the year, but the large bath i

closed from October until April, during which time a sprung floor is put
in place and the building is used as a hall. In addition to the swimming
baths there are 60 slipper baths for public use at Laure Grove.

Al the Evelyn Baths, Clyde Street, there an, 60 slipper baths and
facilities for Russian Vapour Baths and Foam Baths, and in addition a
public wash-house is provided.

d 18 slipper baths are provided.

Pot

REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH FOR DEPTFORD BOROUGH [l5l

With this added information I was even able to find a 1961 'Report of the Medical Officer of Health for
Deptford Borough' [15l which refers to the Evelyn Baths as one of three in the area maintained by the
council. This report refers to the bath by both its popular name and gives reference to its location.

It is not clear what exactly happened to the original building but, the Lewisham lndochinese Community
Centre now stands in the place of both the library and the bath. The construction of the Community Centre
was completed in November 1998Y2l

This started out as an investigation into where the 'Superintendents daily returns and receipt book' had
come from but, it took me on a wonderful journey of research and discovery, giving me the opportunity
to think creatively and explore different tools and resources of information many of which I will use in the
future.
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