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Heated debate

“Music is completely “‘Women have arrived at
Injurious to the modesty excellence/ In every art
that is proper for the In which they have
female sex” (Pope striven” (Ariosto,
Innocent IX, edict Orlando Furioso, 20th
banning male music canto, 1532)

teachers from convents,
1686)




No Training in:

The Church (convents
excepted)

Civic Institutions

Instrumental Ensembles

Barred from posts in:

The Church
Court Chapel
Civic Offices

Institutions
Instrumental Ensembles

Music for:

Display (as prodigy)
Improvement
Occupation




Female Music-Making: Normative
Parameters

* Instruments: voice, keyboard, plucked
strings, viols

» Genres: vocal music; solo instrumental
music, especially plucked strings and
keyboard

* Performance, extemporization, occasional
composition (usually to grace
performance)




* Female patronage

« Advanced education
(musician/wealthy parents,
covent)

 Child protégee
* Printed music

* Theatre (and later concert)
stardom



Female patronage




Female patronage




» Strozzi to Vittoria delle
Rovere, Duchess of
Tuscany: ‘| must reverently
consecrate this first opus,
which I, as a woman, too
rashly bring to the light, to
the most august Name of
Your Highness, in order that
under an Oak-tree of gold

rovere=oak] it rests

protected from the

Ightning-bolts of slanders

orepared for it.




Advanced education




Advanced education




Advanced education




Advanced education

» Strict selection for figlie di
COro

Besides orphans, girls from
patrician families, paying to
be trained

Rigorous instruction by top
music masters (Gasparini,

Galuppi)
Concerted instruments:
keyboard, all strings,
woodwinds, ‘exotic
Instruments’ lute,
chalumeau, #lute, and
mandolin

* all vocal parts SATB







Eleven instruments incl. horn, organ, viola, kettle
drum, oboe, chitarrone doublebass, trumpet, violin, drum or tambourine cello =
Pieta instrumentarium







Child protegee




* Polite taste: from 1734
Concerts Spirituels

» Specialised in representing
love, high- and low-style

* From 1737 brought arias to
print ‘par Mlle Fel au concert
des Thuileries’

« Became a leading teacher

* After retiring from opera (1758)
continues in Concerts Spirituels
as Its most popular soprano
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