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Indicating the severity of the perceived menace, Fogg noted that "disorderly service 

personnel, inclined to riot, will not have the same respect for a night stick as for a 

pistol." (I 943 report in Mazon: 1984:96) The Navy Command planned "three waves" 

of attack to suppress the projected black rioters, made up of a joint effort between the 

Marine Corps, Army and Coast Guard. In October, Fogg wrote: 

The existing local racial situation grows more tense. It appears to 

spring directly from an aggressive campaign sponsored by local, 

state and national representatives of the negro race. Apparently this 

campaign is founded upon a planned policy of agitation designed to 

promote unrest and dis-satisfaction among the local negro 

population. (ibid) 

The campaign's agitation, Fogg noted, seemed to be inciting "negro hoodlums" to 

attack servicemen. He warned that if such behavior continued "retalliation [sic] by 

service personnel will be provoked, with resultant participation in rioting and racial 

disturbances as per the recent 'Zoot-Suit' rioting." The report also speculated that an 

epidemic of syphilis among the black population, spread by white and black 

prostitutes controlled by "Negro panderers," also contributed to black criminality, 

revealing the archetypal white American preoccupation with race-mixing and 

supposedly perverse black sexuality. He concluded his report by stating "that a racial 

outbreak in Los Angeles could occur at any moment and without fore-warning." (ibid) 

Like the white sailors' tum towards black neighborhoods with seemingly little 

provocation from those communities, the Navy command's preparation for the deadly 

repression of a black uprising reveals the extent to which white reactions to the 

defiance of Mexican youth was intrinsically linked to deeper fears about black unrest. 

VII. Conclusion: Dismantling the Machine

As both activists and scholars have pointed out, the tendency of mainstream 

America to reduce questions ofrace to a matter of black and white belies the nation's 

multi-racial reality and obscures the needs and experiences of other negatively 

racialized groups. However, the discursive simplification illustrates more than just 

ignorance and/or disinterest in minority affairs. The concept ofrace is so often 

equated with blackness because, as Wacquant writes, "it is the presence of 

dishonoured dark-skinned persons brought in chains from Africa that has necessitated 

the (re)invention and perpetuation ofracial vision and division."(Waqcuant:2005:136) 
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Built to erase the shame of black people's subjugation from the nation's self image as 

the world's bastion of freedom, America's racial machinery ever upgrades itself to 

process all manner of new peoples--but its original function always leaves an imprint. 

Sumi Cho's analysis ofthe 1992 LA Uprisings is a good example of this. She deftly 

argues that the media's reaction to beleaguered Korean shop owners, which either cast 

them sympathetically as "legitimate victims" or critically as oppressive anti-black 

racists, was informed by white people's own deeper sentiments of animosity, fear and 

guilt towards African Americans. (Cho:1993:20-204) Other commentators on the 

uprising have pointed out that while the mainstream media myopically framed the 

rioters as the quintessential black anti-citizens, "bearers of chaos, or ... agents of need 

and deprivation," the thousands of South Central Latino immigrants who participated 

in the uprising, constituting one third of the casualties and one third of the arrests, 

were largely invisible. (Gooding-Williams: 1993: 169-170; Cho: 1993 :205) Though 

very different events, the 1992 unrest and the sailors' riot a half century earlier both 

reveal the multi-lateral, uneven, and complexly interrelated functioning ofracism in 

American society. Both reveal, rather ironically, that in order to fully recover the 

racialized American histories of Asians, Latinos and other groups we must be 

cognizant of the ways in which those histories have been shaped by the black and 

white polarity which so often obscures them. 

References 
Cayton, Horace. "Fighting for White Folks?" The Nation. September 26, 1942.
pp.267-270 

Cho Sumi K. "Korean Americans vs. African Americans: Conflict and Construction." 
Reading Rodney King, Reading Urban Uprising. Ed. Robert Gooding-Williams. New
York: Routledge, 1993. pp. 196-215 

Clark, Kenneth B. "The Zoot Effect in Personality: A Race Riot Participant." Journal 
of Abnormal and Social Psychology, Vol. 40 (April 1945). pp.142-148.

Cosgrove, Stuart. "The Zoot-Suit and Style Warfare." History Workshop Journal. 
Vol. 18 (Autumn 1984) pp. 77-91.Oxford University Press. 
http://invention.smithsonian.org/ centerpieces/whole_ cloth/u 7 sf/u ?materials/ cosgrove. 
html 

Daniels, Douglas Henry. "Los Angeles Zoot: Race 'Riot,' the Pachuco, and Black 
Music Culture." The Journal of Negro History Vol. 82, no. 2 (Spring, 1997). pp.
201-21.

35 








