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What do you know about Malawi?



•Wales, Scotland, Ireland; 
Belgium, Netherlands & 
= England)
•Agro-economy
•Chambo/Batala
•British Colony (political & 
legal system); 

the
Warm Heart of Africa



Child Protection

• The Child Care Justice and 
Protection Act 2010 to help 
localising the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 
–unlike the US) & the African 
Charter on the Rights and 
Welfare of the Child.
• The focus has largely been child 

labour
• 2017 ‘banned’ child marriages
• However, the situation remains 

gloomy



‘All this is 
Malawi: The 
warm & cruel 
heart Africa’

The Warm Heart 
of…?



(Malawi Government, 2014)





The Warm Heart of…?
• 25% of all children in Malawi experienced multiple 

forms of violence.
• 20% of females and 14% of males in Malawi 

experienced sexual abuse before the age of 18, with 
68.4% of them experiencing multiple incidents of 
sexual abuse.
• Among those who had their first sexual intercourse 

prior to age 18, one-third of females were forced or 
coerced.
• In the 12 months preceding the survey, nearly 20% 

of girls experienced at least one incident of sexual 
abuse, with over three-quarters of them reporting 
multiple incidents.

(Malawi Government, 2014; 2017 Sex by age (%) (national survey)



What has patriarchy 
to do with this?
• Gender biases among young adults aged 18 to 24:
• 90% of females and 80% of males endorsed one 

or more gender biases.
• Commonly endorsed gender biases:
• Men should decide when to have sex (‘endorsed’ 

by Malawi’s legal definition of the marital rape is 
archaic).

• Men need more sex than women.
• Men need other women.
• Women should tolerate violence to maintain 

relationships (and in parts this is celebrated).

• Malawi is predominantly a patriarchy 
(Malawi Government, 2016)



How can technology 
be harnessed? 

• Child-centred and user friendly 
support, reporting and information 
portal
• Less than 3% (13-17 years) and 

10% (18-24 years) received 
professional support among the 
two-thirds who disclosed their 
abuse.

• Multisectoral & cross-country 
collaborative (AU, EU, UN) – a sex 
offenders’ register; what happens 
when the 2100 are released?

• Social media companies – the focus 
has been more on the global north.



How can technology 
be harnessed? 

A participatory action 
research with children 
& young people with 
lived experiences of 
CSE: policy/practice 

interventions & multi-
theory approach (Clark, 2010; 

McIntyre, 2008) 



Yewu
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