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A phenomenon is haunting the world – the phenomenon of platform urbanism. Today, it is no 
longer architects, urban planners, politicians, and citizens who lead decision-making regarding 
the design of our future habitats. In their place we are seeing platform developers disrupting 
conventional forms of spatial production and taking on a global role as planning superpowers. 
They are radically reorganising access to a wide spectrum of fundamental domains, such as 

education, labour, transport, housing, health, and culture.
Platform Austria aims to challenge this new form of 

monopoly over the imagination of our future environments 
by transforming the pavilion itself into a platform. 
Responding to the recent experience of a technologically 
facilitated “immobilisation” of societies and a concomitant 
rise of platform industries, we have invited more than fifty 
contributors from around the world to share their views on 
platform urbanism via an online blog.

In the Austrian pavilion, these blog contributions 
form part of two major installation pieces that highlight the 
interaction between economic and social forces in platform 
environments:

Access is the new capital – The platform is my boyfriend
As a forum of exchange, Platform Austria also includes:
– The collapse of scale: visual research into emerging 

typologies of platform urbanism produced by the Centre for 
Global Architecture

– Data is a relation not a property: public debates with 
guest speakers from around the world scheduled to take place 
at the pavilion on Saturday afternoons

– We like: an open-access online portal for sharing 
and commenting on images of architectures, cities, and 
environments we like: www.platform-austria.org

Platform Austria has a clear goal: to utilise the unique 
opportunity presented by the global reach of Biennale 
Architettura 2021 to generate a collaboratively formed study 
of the impact of platform urbanism on our cities, as well as 
to articulate alternative visions of an architecture we would 
like to see shaping our future – reclaiming public authority 
over the task at hand is key to formulating a truly democratic 
response to the question How will we live together?
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