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Il reuccio fatto a mano – Performance Notes

The composition is based on a strict correspondence between letters and musical figures. In particular, the 

text which has been coded is the following nursery-rhyme by Italo Calvino: 

'Re pipi fatto a mano senza penna e calamaro

sei mesi a setacciarti

sei mesi ad impastarti

sei mesi per spastarti

sei mesi per rifarti

sei mesi alla nicchiola e ti viene la parola'.

Calvino, I. (1993) Fiabe Italiane. Torino: Einaudi

Introduction: bars 1-6

Correspondence between letters and musical figures in the introduction:

'R' 'E' 'I' 'P'

'F' 'A' 'T'
'O' 'M'

'N' 'S' 'Z'



First part: bb. 7-18

'Re pipi fatto a mano senza penna e calamaro'

Second part: bb. 19-74

Bars 19-29  → 'sei mesi a setacciarti'

Bars 30-43 → 'sei mesi ad impastarti'

Bars 44-58 → 'sei mesi per spastarti'

Bars 59-74 → 'sei mesi per rifarti'

Third part: bb. 75-80

Cunto: in the Sicilian puppet tradition, the story-teller moves the sword in the air, stomping the ground with 

his feet in order to mark the time of the syncopated rhythm of the words.

Fourth part: bb. 81-94

'Sei mesi alla nicchiola e ti viene la parola'

The keys corresponding to diamond-headed notes should be depressed silently.
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