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Abstract

Progressn theimplementatiorof childrenOparticipationrightsin Englandis reviewedand
situatedwithin a broaderagendaof socialchangeThearticlearguegshatmuchof the
energyfor @hangefor childrerChasresidedwithin a governancgathwayacrossolicy,
practiceandresearchAn alternativeperspectives offeredby re-connectingchildrenOs
rightsdebatedo thoseof socialmovementandaskng whetherchildhoodpublicsare
possible whatthey mightlook like andwherethey might befound.lt is concludedhata
crossnationalandlongitudinalperspectivegroundedn everydayife is likely to providea

morenuancedinderstandingf changefor children
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Introduction

ChildrenOgarticipationrightsinternationallyareframedwithin a discourseof
entitlementandseli-determinatioremphasizindgheir capabilities achievementandtheir
agency Policy andpracticehave focusel on creatingenvironmentandpracticeghat
nurtureandharnesshildren®agency As such,in creatingOchangr children@mphasis
hasbeenon thoseenvironmentslargelyinstitutional,thatcomeinto the mostcontactwith
children:child welfareserviceshealthservicesandschools Researclon the otherhand
hastried to understanavhaterablesand/orconstrainghildrenOparticipationin such
environmentsln this paperl reviewthe significantstridesthathavebeenmadein England
on childrenOparticipationrights sincethe UNCRC cameinto existencdrom the position
of asympatheti@nd critical observerandattimesparticipant,in thesenstitutional
changegcf. Nolas2011).l arguethatinstitutionalreformandprogrammatigracticeis but
onedimensiorof socialchangel suggesthatthe notionof @ublic)imaginedasa space
betweerthe stateandthe market,offersa complementarynderstandingf childrenOs
participation onethatre-connectgheinternationalchangedor childrenagendawith social

movement@andsocialchange.

Children @ participation: socialchangethrough governance

ParticipationunderArticle 12 of the UNCRCis designatedisa @enerabprincipled
right sitting alongsideandunderpinningall otherrights:a childOsight to be consultecand

listenedto in mattersthataffecttheir life. Since1989andUKOsatification of the UNCRC
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in 1991, institutionssuchaspublic servicesandschoolshavebea the mainvehiclesfor
enactingchildrenOparticipation.

Legislation(ChildrenAct 1989;2004)providedthe legalframeworkfor manyof
thesechangedgo takeplaceincludingthelaunchby the previousNew Labourgovernment
of aprogramméor improving childrenOsutcomegEvery Child Matters2004)andthe
establishmenof the Office of the ChildrenO€ommissionefor England which hasonly
recenly, underthe ChildrenandFamiliesAct (2013) beenableto adoptthe promotionof
childrenOgghtsasits primary function Two importantthird sectorcoalitionand
partnershiprganisationsthe ChildrenORightsAlliance for England(1991to date)and
ParticipationWorks (2005to date)were,andcontinueto beinstrumentalin shapingthe
postUNCRC nationallandscape Establishedhird sectororganisationssuchasthe
NationalChildrenOBureau wereearly adopter®f the childrenOparticipationmandate(cf.
NCB 1998 andprivate philanthropyalsoplayedarole in forming youth participationin
Englandfrom the mid-1990sonwards(Carnegielrust2008).

Theonly systematicgeviewto examinethe claims madefor listeningto children
andyoungpeopleOsiewsin public servicesvascarriedout a decadeagoandcoveredhe
periodfrom 1989until 2002 (Cavetard Sloper2004). Thereviewfoundgrowingevidence
of theinvolvementof childrenandyoungpeoplein public decisionmaking,althoughsuch

involvementwasoftenlimited bothin termsof scopg(whatchildrenandyoungpeople

lThatsuchpracticeswill resultin moreeffectiveandresponsiveservicesthatchildreris developmenwill be
enhance@ndthatchildrenandyoungpeoplehavearight to beinvolvedin the shapingof their public
services.
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wereaskedo getinvolvedin andto give viewsabout)andin termsof which childrenand
youngpeoplewereinvolved (cf. Kirby andBryson2002).

SinceCavetandSloperO&004)researcta numberof literature reviewsandreports
aimedat assessinthe benefits of andmeandor creatinga child- andyouth-centred
institutionalcultureacrossarangeof servicesncludingearlyyearsandsocialcaresetting
(e.g.Kirby etal 2003;Clark andcolleague003)havebeencommissioned In the period
since2004nationalstandard¢Standard2005; UNICEF UKORight Respectingschools
2004;Hearby Right 2005 YouOr&VelcomeQuality Criteria2011) andaudittools (ESQ
Handbook2002;UNICEF PeriodicReportCards2007onwards;SeeMe, HearMe 2013)
intendedasa meandor implementingnstitutionalreformhaveburgeonedMany of these
toolsweredesignedor local governmenthildrenandyouthserviceshealthservicesand
charitiesto audittheir currentvaluesandpracticesandto createmorechild- andyouth
centredwaysof working.

Nationalservicelevel andthird sectorinnovationsalsoemergediuringthis period
underpinnedy a numberof agendasncludingserviceimprovemenanduser/consumer
centredpracticesIn mentalhealthfor example childrenandyoung peopleQgsarticipation
wasa key aspecbf the National CAMHS SupportService®work (NCSS)(20032011)
while the MentalHealthFoundationaunchedanambitiousnationalmentalhealth
promotionprogrammeor childrenandyoung people(Right Here20032014), and
YoungMinds@reatedts Very ImportantKids (VIK) panel(20092013). Othersmaller
grassroot€ommunityinitiativesweresetup to work in child- andyouth-centredwaysas
morefundingbecameavailableunderNew Labour(e.g.Youth DevelopmenSewrice

Fund).
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The educatiorandtraining of a future generatiorof professionalequippedwith the
toolsto listento childrenOgoicesenterednto the highereducatioragendamostnotablyin
nursingandhealthcare(Rushforth1999;Coyne2008),socialwork educationLefevre
2013, child andadolescenmentalhealth(Day 2008)andearlyyears(Clark 2005).The
introductionof highereducatiorfundingfor promotingknowledgeexchangeandtransfer
betweeruniversities healthandsocialcareprofessionalscommunitiesandOservicasersO
(e.g.HEIF 2001),hasalsogivenriseto smallscalecollaboratie child- andyouth-centred
projectsbetweercommunitiesservicesanduniversities(cf. Nolas2013; Thomson
20132

At thetime of writing, the ConservativeLiberal DemocraiCoalitiongovernmentOs
policiessince2010haveresultedn aretrenchmenodf many of thesefunding streamsand
programme asa resultof thefinancialcrisisandausteritypolicies(cf. Ridge2013).A
generakontractionof public servicesacrossearlyyearseducationyouthservicesand
neighbourhoodenewalhasmeantthatwhile the rhetoricof childrenOparticipation
remainsgmportant the fundingto supportinstitutionalchangeandprogrammatigractices
hasdriedup. The currentfocusis muchlessconcernedvith childrenOparticipationrights
andmuchmorepreocupiedwith nationhoodrespectresponsibilityandcommunity
cohesionTo this effect, citizenshipeducationn schoolsandcommunityprogrammedike

the NationalCitizenshipServiceand StepUp to Serveaim to encouragehildrenandyoung

2 Examples of HEIF funded projects focused on children and young people:
http://www.westminster.ac.uk/news-and-events/news/humanities/2010/heif-funding-for-a-
collaboration-with-central-ymca (last access 06/10/2014)
http://www.ioe.ac.uk/research/86899.html (last accessed 06/10/2014)
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peopleto takepartin socialactionandyouthvolunteeringprogrammesn orderto develop

socialresponsibilityandpromotesocialcohesionn society

Evidenceof impact?

Thedevelopmentsutlinedabovedemonstrat¢he professionabndpractice
responseto Article 12 andhighlight thedominanceof aninstitutionalapproacto enacting
participationin the Englishcontext Reportednternationakrendsmirror theseexperiences
(cf. Pelandeetal 2009; Thomas2011).Given the breadthof activities questionsabout
impactandsalienceareraised Wha hasbeenthe uptakeof the varioustools producedand
arechildrenandyoungpeoplein Englandmoreengagedn issueghatconcernthemasa
result?

CovetandSloper(2004)rightly observehatmuchmorehasbeenwritten about
procesghanoutcomesn childrenOparticipation Key stakeholderin promotingthe
childrenOparticipationagendan Englandhavetried to demonstrateutcomeshrough
their own datacollectionandauditingpracticeYNYA 2011)butfiguresaboutthe uptakeof
thestandardsindinitiativesvary considerablyacrosssectorsasdoestheir quality, making
it difficult to benchmarkcf. Nagra2010. Practiceevidenceof exemplarycasef youth
participation(e.g.NYA 2011 suggestshatwhenparticipationworks, it canproduceboth
material(built environmentandpsychologicalselfworth) changedor children andyoung
people buttheabsencef analysiscontinuego leavemanyquestionsaboutwhich contexts

andwhich mechanismsnight achievesuchoutcomesunanswered.
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More encouragingutcomesn the shorttermcanbefoundin the educationahnd
communitysectors Theindependenévaluationof UNICEFORight Respectingschools
(SebbaandRobinson2010) a mixed methoddongitudinalstudyof 12 schoolsanda cross
sectionaktudyof 19 schoolssuggestshatthe programmehada profoundimpactonthe
schoolethos valuesandpracticedor the majority of schoolsnvolved Theevaluationalso
suggest someimpacton academigerformanceThe NationalCentrefor SocialResearchOs
crosssectionakevaluationof the NationalCitizenshipService(2013)suggest tha the
impactof the programmeQGsatedaim of socialmixing remainsunclearbut thatyoung
peopletaking parthada positiveexperiencesspeciallyin termsof their personal
developmentCommentingon the muchtoutedoutcome of personablevelopmentor
youth empowermenprogrammesMorton andMontgomery(2011)concludethatevidence
is insufficient andthatthereis a substantiabapin high-quality, mixed-methodsprocess
studiesto complementmpactstudies The developmenbf national, Europearand
internationaimonitoringandevaluationtoolsto measurehanggKirby with Bryson2002;
FRA 2010;Savethe Children2014)attemptdo addresshe currentgapin monitoringand
evaluationpracticesYet, experiencs of researchingheimpactof indepadentchildrenOs
rightsinstitutionsin the UK andEuropein generalThomas2011),suggestshattoolsin

themselvesirenotenough.

Dynamicsof institutional reform and programmatic practices

Theabovereviewdemonstratethatthe policy andpracticelandscapeegarding

childrenOmvolvementandconsultatiorin issueshatconcernthemhaschangedn
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Englandoverthelastquarterof a centurythrougha combinationof political, professional
andactivistinterventionsThesearesignificantdevelopmentshat,aswell asembedling
thevaluesandpracticef childrenOpatrticipationinto establishegbrofessionagroups,
havealsogivenriseto newoccupationatolessuchasthatof Ochildren@srticipation
workers@Tisdall 2009a) responsibldor ensurig child- andyouth-centredpublic and
communityservices.

At the sametime thereviewsuggests numberof agenda$eingsatisfiedthrough
childrenOparticipation- notall of which areaboutchildrenOsgghts (e.g.auditand
governance)ChildrenOpatrticipationin Englandhasdevelopedalonginstitutionaland
programmatidines,the boundarie®f which becameancreasinglyblurredthroughouthe
1990sand2000swith the marketizatiorof public servicesandtherole of third sector
organisabnsin competinganddeliveringgovernmentontracts.

It is alsoworth notingthatculturally specificnotionsof age,statutorylogicsfor
serviceorganizatiommnddeliveryandchangingdemographictaveall playedarolein the
developmenbf understading, policiesandpracticesof Ochildren@sarticipationONhile
theterm OchildGnderthe UNCRC refersto anyonefrom birth to age18, thetermsOchildO
andOyouth@renot alwaysusedconsistentlyin practice.Distinctionsareoftenmade
betweerchild andyouth participationwith activitiesorganizedandresourceghanneled
accordinglyasthe abovereviewshows At the sametime, theinterchangeablaseof the
termscanalsobefound(e.g.child or youthbeingusedto referto anyonebelowthe ageof
18) while extended/outhtransitiong(Hendersoret al 2007)mears thatthe upperagelimit
of theyouthcategoryis oftenstretchedWhile it is importantto recognizechildrenOs

differentcapabilitiesandthe sociceconomicchangeshatextendyouthtransitons, taken



To appear in Children & Society March 2015

togethertthesepreoccupationwith agecategoriesletractfrom morefundamentafjuestions
of participation.

A look at someof theanalyseshathavetakenplacebeyondresearch
commissioningcyclesandcontractuaboundariegafterevaluatiors havefinished)provide
furtherinsightinto the dynamicsof creatingculturesof childrenOparticipationin schools,
local councilsandcommunities Drawing on the sameevidencdrom the aforementioned
UNICEF RSSevaluationfesearcherbavehighlightedthe depoliticizationof Orightsénd
of childrenOparticipationin particular(Webb& Crossouardhn press). Independent
researclon participatorypracticessuchasschoolcouncilsandpupil voice,suggesthatin
their representationdbrmstheseappoachesio notallow for the diversity of childrenOs
livesto emergeand instead pftenreinforceinequalitiegWyness2009). Otheranalyses
havehighlightedhow the Onewfights approachedisplacednucholder child- and/or
communitycentrediraditionssuchasyouthwork (Nolas2013)which hadpolitics and
relationshipsatits heart.

Whatis clearis the needfor theoreticalandempiricalrenewalin how childrenOs
participationacrosghe agerangeis understooc&ndpracticel. Onestartingpointis to
distinguishbetweera governanceapproactto childrenOparticipationrights, often
underpinnedy corporatenanageriapracticeqcf. Hearby Right 2005) andasocial
movemenimpetusfor improvingchildrenObves (Franklin& Franklin 1996. Sucha
distinctionallowsfor the suggestiorthata renewalmight comefrom payinggreater
attentionto childrenandyoungpeopleOsverydaylives.

In their everydayliveschildrenandyoungpeoplecontinueto befacedwith

conflicting anddiscriminatorylegislationabouttheir rightsandresponsibilitiegTisdall
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2009b) theyarenegativay portrayedin the mediaandexcludedrom public spaces
throughthe useof technologicalcf. OmosquitdeviceCLittle in pres3 andpolicy
innovationg(cf. dispersakones CrawfordandLister 2007). Signagdorbiddingchildren
entrancento local shopscurtailstheir participationin local neighbourhoogconomies
while in servicedor childrentheir participationremainscontestedat bestand in certain
circumstancessompletelyabsen{cf. Rothrerhamé& Rochdalesexualabusecases)The
problematicnatureof childrenOparticipationis not dueto funding cutsalone(althoughthis
hasnthelped)andrecognitionof childrenandyoungpeopleOsorth in societyis indeed
partof the problem(Cockburn2013).

It is alsothe casehoweverthatthe conceptsunderpinningarticipation, suchas
democracysocialjustice,equalityandfairness havethemselvedecomesvenmore
stronglycontestedociclegal categorie®verthelast25 years thesecontestationsire
rarelyaddresseth the kinds of governancéasedapproacksdescribedabove Theseare
live debategrom which childrenareeitherbracketedut or of which theybecomeobjects
(child protectionor child poverty).Childrenandyoungpeoplearelessoftenthoughtof as
contributorsor stakeholderso thesepublic debatesFor theremainderof this paperl
attemptto addresshis challengeby approachinghildrenOparticipationthroughthe

concepibof publics.

Childhood and youth publics

My approactstars, (thoughdoesnotend, with Habermas@wmtion of Otheublic

sphere@escribedy NancyFraser(1990)asOdheatrein modernsocietiesn which

10
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political participationis enactedhroughthe mediumof talkOThe public sphererefersto a
spacebetweerthe stateandthe marketin which citizenscandeliberateanddebatecommon
affairs. Frasergengagingwith the critiquesof the original conceptasidealisedand
exclusionary(e.g.on groundsof gender) putsforwardwhatmight be describecasa more
practiceinspired(Nolas2014)understandingf public sphereshatemphasizetheir
messinesghe multiplicities andnecessarambiguitiesandcontradictionsf publics in the
plural astheyencounteandnegotiatetheir socialinequalitiesanddifferencesandthe
boundariepetweernpublic andprivatelives.

Frase®svork, andthe morerecentreinvigorationof the conceptfor contemporary
times(Mahoneyetal 2010;Barnett2014 Warner2002), provides a springboardo think
abouthow the categoriesaindexperiencesf childhoodandyouthfit into thisideaof plural,
overlappingandcompetingoublic sphere. Thepointabouta spacebetweerthe stateand
marketds animportantoneto consderin thelives of childrenandyoungpeople.
Childhoodin capitalisteconomieshasbeendescribedasOprivatised@horne1987),
Oscholarise@Kdayall 2007) andinstrumentalisedLister 2006, leavinglittle roomto
imaginechildhoodbeyondtime spentin families, schoolsthe careof the state,or receiving
public servicesEngagingwith activitiesfor their aestheti@andintrinsic valuehasbecome
problematicanddevaluedcf. SukariehandTannock2011) Furthermorepublic discourses
andtextsaboutchildrenOparticipationrights seldomlink participationto othercivil and
political rightsenshrinedn the UNCRC preferringinsteado talk aboutparticipationand
voicealonein depoliticizedterms(Cockburn2013;Lundy 2007)andto remainwithin the

spaceof governancée.g.auditandserviceimprovement)

11
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Participatiorhasthusendedup narrowly conceptualize@stheright to be heardand
to beconsultedon decisionghataffectthe child asaninterpersonaéxperiencgéhatmay
only ocaur at certaininstitutionally definedmomentge.g.visiting the doctor,being
involvedin careproceedingsheingon the schoolcouncil). Thepointholdscross
nationaly with children’s lives in the Global South havingbeencarvedup into aseries of
fundableissueqe.g.child soldierschild labour, streetchildren) in a way thatobscuresany
emergentollective action (Nieuwenhuy2009).

While children,in particular,mayspendalot of theirtime in institutions,like most
people theyalsomovethroughandbetweennstitutionalspacesreatingpersonalshared
and attimes transformationainemoriesandexperiencesf thosejourneys(Tisdalletal
2014;Nolas2011) It is thesgourneysthatareof interestwhenthinking aboutchildhood
publicsasthey stitchtogetherthe public, personakndpolitical foundin contemporary
notionsof publicnessandassociateghossibilitiesof agency(Mahoneyetal 2010).

Theneedto rethink childrenOparticipationasaform of citizenshiphasbeenmade
stronglyby Tom Cockburn(2013)andothers.Yet, thereis alsoa needto re-think political
agencyitself in childrenOparticipation Recentempirical work on publicsallowsusto do
so(cf. Bamett 2014;Mahoneyetal 2010). Partof the challengerestswith the popular
representatiasiof youthactivism(Othetudentat the barricadesO)hich shapes
sociologicalandpublic imaginationaboutwhatactivismmightlook like. Participatingn
protestmarchesandoccupyingpublic placesmaywell form partof childhoodandyouth
practicesof activism.However researclon historicalandcontemporaryepertoireof
activismsuggesthatsuchpracticeshavealwaysbeen andstill areg muchmorefluid,

nuancedephemeraandimprovised(Warner20®) thanpopularrepresentationsuggest

12
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Historical recordsfrom thewomen'smovemenshowthat in theabsencef formal
political incorporatiorthroughvoting, womenemployeda rangeof Oidioms@omesticity,
motherhoodsupportingroles)to accespublic life andpublic arenagFraserl990).
Contemporaryesearchof childrenandyoungpeopleQsverydaylivesarriveatasimilar
conclusion WebOgWebbandCrossouardn pres$ analysisof childrenOanderstanding
of Ochildren®@ightsGn a schoolsettingchallengeseceivednotionsof political practicein
the childrenOparticipationliterature,andinvites usto engageseriouslywith anidiom that
childrenareparticularlywell versedn, humour Thisis far from atrivial point.Ina
differenthistoricalperiodandcultural contextsuchcollectively authoreddioms were
consideredighly political andofferedaway of speakingruth to power, heardby the
wrong pair of earscouldresultin thejoke-teller® arrest(Lewis 2009. Similarly, Berriman
andThomsonQ@n press)dialecticalanaysis of childrenandyoungpeopleOsveryday
onlineandoffline experiencesuggesthatthe newidioms of socialmediaoffer notjust
newsitesfor play butfor politics aswell (cf. Triliva, VarvantakisandDafermos2014)

Looking for theintersticesof the personalpolitical andpublicin contemporary
publicsallowsfor amorecomplexunderstandin@f privateexperiencesThisis especially
usefulwhenthinking aboutchildrenOkargely Oprivatised@horne1987)lives.
Personalisingublics allowsusto considertheintersectiondetweerthe affectiveandthe
political dimensionf personakuffering,itself increasinglypathologisedn public policy
(Gaskell,2008 Lee,Bristow, FairclothandMacvarish2014) ChildrenandyoungpeopleOs
experiencesf domesticviolenceis a casein point. Researcthereclearlydemonstratethe
existenceof matureethicalsensibilitiesaroundthe dynamicsof violencein thefamily

(Mullenderetal 20@); yetthesesensibilitieshavebeenfoundto eludeandchallenge

13
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practicewisdom(Nolasetal 2012).This suggests needfor furtherdialoguebetween
differentknowledgecommunitiesn which I would include childrenandyoungpeopleas
key actors

A crosssectionof participatoryartsprojectsin public health(Vaughan2010)
theatre(Hanrahar2013a;Hanrahar2013b) youthjustice(Haw 2010),community
developmen{AskinsandPain2011)andpublic engagementNolas2013; Thomson
2013)in which temporarypublicshavebeenfacilitatedinto existencewith the aid of
creativeandvisualmethodsillustratetheimportanceof suchprocessesf dialogue,or
mediation,in publicsformation Practicef mediationarenot only importantfor the social
capitalthatis create within thesecommunalctivitiesandspacesor commonsit is alsoa
way of bridging childrenandyoungpeoplewith outsideaudiencesndallowing themto
engagen the necessarglaim-makingpracticesnvolvedin publicsformations(Mahoney
etal 2010). Claim-makingarethosepropositionghatareutteredin the procesf agroup
trying to sortouta courseof action theyareimportantutterancesor creatng relationships
andalliancesovertime (Latour1994,2005. Focusingon claim-makingallowsfor moving
beyondthe problematicnotionsof representasie democracyWyness2009 bringingthe
principlesof dialogueanddebatanto view instead

Currentresearclon newpublicsemphasizethe notion of emergence@hesense
thatpublicsareformedthroughprocessesf becomingbthattheyarealwaysemergent,
ratherthanmereexpressionsf pre-existinginterestsjssuesandidentities@Mahoneyet al
2010). Barnett(2014)describegpublic life asOdamily of practiceof sharirg with othersO
andargueghatanyanalysisof transformationgo theinstitutionalconfigurationof publics

mustpay closeattentionto ordinarycontextsof everydaylife andto seriouslyconsider

14
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whatmattersto people engagingwith whathe calls Ovocaldariesof worthOThis means
thatwhile it is not alwayspossibleto saya priori whatsortof thingswill galvanizeagroup
of peopleenoughto movetowardssocialaction there is amomentat whichacommons
will startto Ocoménto viewQMahoneyetal 2010).Crisesbroadlyconceivedand
understoodisrupturesto the socialfabric of everydaylife andall thatis takenfor granted,
provideopportunitiedor suchglimpsesinto public formationsanddemandhatwe
articulateto eachotherwhatmattersto usandwhy. Childrenandyoungpeoplearepartof
thesesensemakingprojectsby default theytoo areliving these@rise€in their
relationshipshomes schools neighbourhoodandcommunitiegcf. Berrimanand
Thomsonin press;JeffreyandDysonworking paper;Skovdaletal 2013;Sircar andDutta
2011). Engagingwith childhoodpublicsoffersaspacdan which newwaysof being,doing
andclaiming political agencycould beimaginedandsharedetweerandbeyondgroupsof

childrenandyoungpeople

Conclusion

My aimin this paperhasbeentwo-fold: to recognizehe changedaindchanging
institutionallandscapef childrenOparticipationin Englandand to re-animatetheideaof
participationby linking existingeffortsto broaderdebate®n socialchangeandpublics
formation.The governanceinderstandingf participationcurrentlyin circulationin policy
andpracticesuggestainambivaleniandcontradictoryrelationshipbetweerthe categoris
of childhood,participation politics andsocialchange Childrenandyoungpeopleare

participantof socal movementsn variousways(Rodger2005; Thomas2009)though

15
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rarelyrecognizedassuch,andin this paperthe conceptof publics with its overlapping
meaningf personalpublic andpolitical wasemployedto reframechildrenOparticipation
within alargercommonsof internationalndintergenerationadocial,civil andpolitical
Issues.

Theaimin sodoingis notto createa neworthodoxyin thinking aboutchildrenOs
participation Whatbecomespparentn reassessinghildrenOparticipationthroughthe
lensof socialchanges the needfor multiple avenue®f actionin any projectof change
Indeed whatmanyof the examplesabovesuggests thatthe projectof improvingchildren
andyoungpeopleOi#vesis anintersectionabnethatcutsacrossages gxpertisecultures
domainsof activity andissuesof concern Thequestionthenbecome®neabouttheways
in which theseconnections arerenderedsisible andvocal.

Fromaresearclperspectivechildhoodstudiesfindsitself atajuncture(James
2010)andthereis still muchmileageleft in existingeffortsto extendthe conceptual
languageof childrenOparticipationby linking to broaderdebatesindtheorieson
citizenship politics, socialmovementsactivismandsocialchange Makingsuch
connectionwisible alsocallsfor amethodologythatforegroundghe spatialandtemporal
dimensionof personabndsocialchangeandwhich allowsresearchert follow their
emergenceDoing socrossnationallyandlongitudinallywill allow for Ocompariat vital
conjectures@effrey2010)to emergewhich, it is hoped cannotbutdisruptand
reinvigorateour understandingndpracticeof childrenOgparticipation publicsandsocial
changan empiricalwaysandfrom the bottomup.

Giventhe contestedatureof participationinternationally recommendationor

policy andpracticearemorechallenginglo make andsuchrecommendationaould needto

16
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go beyondthe child andyouthsector Neverthelesssomerecommendationsiight
tentativelybe put forward startingwith a conversatioron the wealthof researctacrosshe
socialsciencesn childrenandyoungpeopleOsverydaylives, someof which hasbeen
citedin thisreview. This literatureremaindargely unknownanduntappedy policy-
makersandpractitionerswvorking with childrenandyoungpeope, yetwould, | suspect,
resonatevith their professionaéxperienceandwould be usefulfor creatingan
understandingf publicsformationsandthe existingwaysthatchildren,youngpeopleand
their families,respondo andnavigatecontextsandsituatonsthatmatterto them.Such
literaturewould be helpful in re-animatinggovernance@pproacheby re-thinking the
meaningof childrenOparticipationfor todayOshildrenandyoungpeopleandprovidinga
way to supportthe creationof moremeaningfulspacesfor themby, for example providing
themeanswith which to sustaindiscreteandcurrentlytransitorypublicssuchastheones
createdby academiccommunityandothercollaborationsTo achievethis would require
broadeningesearchpolicy andpracticenotionsof evidenceDmuchof theliteraturecited
in this reviewtakesa qualitativeandethnographi@pproacandcreatingreflectivespaces
betweerresearchpolicy andpracticeto explorethe meaningandscopeof childrenand
youngpeopl®gverydaylived experiencesor the presentandfuture of democrati¢civil

andpolitical life.
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