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Defining narrative

• A story is a sequence of [connected] 
events

• A plot is an arrangement of events in a 
story

• A narrative is a presentation of a 
plotted story: Plot + presentation

• Narrative Networks | SAGE 
Publications Ltd

https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/narrative-networks/book235818


Elements of narrative 



Why use cases for 
narrative methods?

• A case is an object of interest, bounded in time 
and space

• NVivo facilitates collection of all data relevant 
to case in one place (a case node)

• For narrative methods cases are perfect 
containers for attributes and source documents 
related to:

• Events

• People and other living entities

• Places, projects, organisations, objects

• Cases are a fundamental tool for keeping track 
of the core narrative elements



Coding scheme for analysis for narrative

See Chapter 3 of Narrative Networks.

https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/narrative-networks/book235818


Analysis of 
narrative: 
using 
Framework 
Matrices

• Framework Matrix is useful for analysing both the 
structure and thematic content of story texts

• Unlike code cross tabulations, the cells in a 
Framework Matrix contain textual content, which 
is what we are most interested in 

• We need to create cases for our rows

• We need to code source texts for themes or 
structural elements 

• The resulting table is a digital realisation of a 
fundamental tool in analysis of narrative



Narrative analytical frame based on themes



Narrative analysis (writing a social research story)

• We collect stories and event data

• We assemble these into some kind of narrative account

• We seek to analyse the sequence of events, and causal connections

• We work to integrate these into a narrative that enhances our social/cultural 
understanding 
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Setting up for Narrative 
analysis in NVivo

• List all the relevant entities (events, people, places, 
organisations etc)
• Create a chronology - events in date order
• create a memo containing this chronology
• create a series of event placeholders in this memo (we 

can use see also links to connect these events to 
underlying data about the event):



Using NVivo for Narrative Modelling
PLOT



Narrative modelling in NVivo – chronology concept map

• Bring in your event cases, and 
arrange them in in chronological 
order from left to write

• You now have the basic timeline
set out



Narrative modelling in NVivo – plotted concept map
• Bring in your event cases, and arrange them 
in different plots; make a new map for each plot 
(and save each one)

• After you set out the key events for your plot, 
you can bring in related items to check that 
your data supports this narrative model, but 
beware overcrowding the map with related 
items!

• When you have a plot, you want to write up, 
save the map, then export the plot image and 
copy into a new memo. In that new memo, set 
up place holders for each event, and use see 
also links to connect the event place holders to 
the relevant source documents.

• You now have the first draft of a plotted 
narrative with inks to the sources



Summary – Narrative Work with NVivo

Analysis of Narrative: Compare and 
classify story texts

• Collect story texts

• Code by structure or theme

• Code schemes can be deductive or 
inductive

• Create a case for each text

• Code texts

• Generate a Framework Matrix

• Drill into cells for deeper analysis

Narrative Analysis: Assemble entities 
into stories

• Create cases for events, places, 
people etc.

• Create a detail memo for each case

• Use  Concept Map to explore 
different plots of the key events

• Create a Narrative memo with ‘see 
also’ links to implement your plot

• That Narrative Memo is the first 
draft of your research report
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