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String Quartet No. 6 

Notes on performance: 

" Accelerando figures are indicated by sloping beams. The overall duration of the 
figure is indicated by a small note next to the beam. 

" Repeated notes within accelerando figures are notated by headless stems. 

" Headless stems are also used in combination with glissandi, where the player 
should execute a smooth left hand movement with bow strokes corresponding to 
the number of stems. 

" The glissando effect in bar 43 ff. requires the players to first go up and then down 
whilst tailing away in a diminuendo. 

" In unbarred sections players should follow cues indicated and play within their 
own independent but broadly similar tempi. 

" Repeated mobiles are to be played in independent tempi. The mobiles are 
repeated for the length of the line. Where the line slopes each repeat should be at 
a different pitch to be determined by the performer. 

" In bar 35 and 39 instruments start at different times and should adopt differing 
tempo in order to catch up with each other. 

" In bars 101 to 110 the mobiles start and end together, with the unison passages 
played strictly together. 

" Sul ponticello and sul tasto effects should be maximised. 

This quartet movement is based on the first four lines of a poem by my ten year old 
daughter: 

Blue Jennifer Pike 

A brilliant burst of light 
A bewildering fall of diAness 
Brave heroes, 
Forgotten by a wave of breathless dreams. 
Crystal frost spreads itself across a carpet of delicate grass 
A mind of happiness and memories 
And true feelings 
Passage of life 
Promising air that's always there. 

Duration 8' 
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