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1) The Sickness

1987, a robot man uses a videophone. The children stare, open-mouthed, as words pass through their televisions. 
Falling through time, words changed before our eyes — to omen of screens’ banality. Copy out sketched languages 
in red, blue, green runes — spell, Za…

“And know, that a Holy Scro! is a wondrous possession. The whole world rests upon a Scro! of the Law, and every Scro! is the 
exact counterpart of the tablets that were received by Moses upon Mount Sinai. Every line of a Holy Scro! is penned in purity 
and piety. . .Where dwe!s a Scro!, in such a house dwe!s God himself. . .”  hot. . .bright. . .white. . .light. . .spe!s,

Sticky film, fluid.
Lilypads’ translucence.
By Rainskin, you were known
O, lobbed flakes of loch-ice 
spinning over Rannoch’s black sheet.

Glerel-laim lends snell tae the wool
the loch, gloam tae thi heath.
Breath crome an rowpit as the swar ae weeds,
slake-kail-, badderlock-, wrack-wrapped tide heaves

saut-brack an mang upo’ thi yird’s lied. . . lik. . . ah. . . O,
the neither/nor ae rockpools; the inside-oot o crabmeat —
doune the loch’s lithe mairch, thi wean splutters an breathes.

That nicht, runs a bath, haulds a toe upon the watter, 
lit by oam and blinking halogen: a border. 

. . .a. . .line. . .lie. . .ay. . .

2) The Spell

The bairnie’s lung nou cauld an croupit, 
the mither reaches for a cure.

She kens the body is but watter, 
pigskin seal ae bluid an stoor.

Wir bodies. Boggin, bouk-rank cluiter. 
Pails shut up by lines and wirds

lik ony tidepool. Claggit fou wi patter
crablike, till they gie whit’s heard. . .ear. . .I. . .ee. . .

“I promise not to touch your Holy Law. . .She wi! carry it. It wi! be placed in her room. And when you are married and leave 
my roof, take the Scro! of the Law with you to your husband's home. . .when my daughter is married, I'! give her as a dowry a 
pile of money, and I'! say to her: "Go out of your father's house and forget. . .forget your father. . .forget your mother. . .” 

Forget the laund.
Forget the sound ae the wird that drowns.



Whit’s thi wird? Whit’s thi need ae it?
The beuk ae spell, where the laund thit doesnae endure 
be makkit. A spell fir warding yir modern brattach.
Tae sing awa, awa, ye lines ae lung an land.  

The wean’s chest rattles on the saund.
Tak hinniesweet bluim an postpane, parritch-plain 
clearness ae winter shore: oceans’ hoarhinder.

As the wean’s breath waffs i thi blinter.
Bruim-yellae thrimmelt tween twa sheet ae gless
— gless o stone, saund, o sti! clear watter — 
buirit by ingan facing north, tae thi Grampians.
Whit’s the glamour? Thi vaam tae cast?
— word o saund, o sti!, clear pane — in
skunging thraw crackles doune cleuch an gullet:
clochering belloch in hushoch an hotchpotch.
Collaged, mockit nonsense. Magic is but
words and bodies: lines shut up by the haund an shin. . . sing. . .sing. . .   

Lips move in time wi thi wind. 

“But they say that you mustn't read %om such a Holy Scro!, and that the daughter of such mothers become what the mothers 
themselves were. . . that something draws them on like a magnet, and that the Evil Spirit drags them down into the mire. . . An 
old fortune-te!er, — a sorceress told it to me. . .it's just as if such a daughter were in the power of an enchantment. . .”  

. . .and. . .the . . .spe!. . .was:

3) The Spell’s Writing

Broom’s yellow pressed between two panes of glass,
buried by onion facing north, to the Grampian mountains.
What is the spell? What are the words to speak?
The spell is but silence in the alien language
words that cover the earth with gold,
gunships, articles, contract-law and theatre.
What is the spell? What is the need of it? 
Break

the appetites of murderous land. 
Those lungs filled with water and signs
marking borders. That calm, collected, killing advice 
hangs flags of blanched skin and flotation devices.
Crush rowan fruit, garlic, rub the paste upon the earth’s shore —

“You, Holy Scro!, I know, — you are a great God! For you are our Lord! I. . .have sinned. My sins. . .my sins. . .Work a miracle, 
— send down a pi!ar of fire to consume me. On this very spot, where I now stand! Open up the earth at my feet and let it 
swa!ow me! But shield my daughter. . .I know. . .to You everything is possible. Work a miracle! For You are an almighty God. 
And if You don't, then You're no God at a!, I te! you. I. . . te! You that You are as vengeful as any human being. . .”

It’s magic, only — 

2020, the girl reaches to touch her lover. The glass pane, almost ripples
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