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and we gazed at each other and looked at the green meadow over which the cool even was spreading, and wept together 

then was life dearer unto me than all my wisdom had ever been
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Rowan, The Mapmaker

Beira, The Soldier

Neachneohain, The Official

The Storyteller

EDINBURGH, the A.I. and city, composed of  Beira and Neachneohain
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Performers may change the score in any way they wish. 
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though they should still sound like grace notes - albeit with this becoming markedly less with each emergence. 
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For the stemless notes:

1: Draw the flute back and forth before you as though the notes were painting lines of colour in the space. Determine all other parameters but pitch from these gestures.

1.1 Long blue lines

1.2 A single, bold, dramatic black line.

1.3 Wavy blue-grey lines

1.4 Complex blue-grey lines dotted with green

1.5 Dramatic, complex sea-coloured lines

1.6 Dramatic, blue-grey lines of a complex seascape dotten with white, pink and blue. 

1.7 A pink flower, before a white beach, before a blue ocean.

Other gestures (demonstrated in on this page, and across, to show how they proceed.)  

  

Long notes, as in A: Pulling, arm-based gesture. 

Bending notes, as in B: Rocking, body-based gesture. Painful, expressive.

Slap tounge as in C: Wild, punctuating gesture, momentarily dragging the body into a lower, more awkward position. 

Grace notes, as in D: Wild, flailing gesture. Push or throw the flute from the body; or as though the flute pushes or pulls the player. A clear line or arc. 

Stacatto, as in E: Move the flute as though to pick the notes out of the air, like dots on a page. A cluster, or mist.

A, B and E may be combined as appropriate. C and D should always possess the quality of dramatic interruption, but can work with the surrounding gestures to form a logical sequence.

I have notated a few examples of how the gestures may develop from their musical derivatives. 
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BEIRA and NEACHNEOHAIN together in the style of EDINBURGH: 

Rowan - help me.

ROWAN:

The shatters and cracks-seams, the endless catastrophe...

It was never you.

I drew you a city,

not its map or plan. 

Rather,

drew in that time 

you held my hair above the pan 

whispering. 

Our first dance, 

whirling giddy-high above the snowstorm of code 

and in love and horror 

the world went red as a whip, a bowl, a moorhen's beak. 

O, A land is neither words nor mud 

but a red, red edge. 

In those edges, 

                          out the corner of our eyes, 

the shameful, unrecorded silence of our lives 

passes 

            without meaning or regret. 

BEIRA and NEACHNEOHAIN together in the style of EDINBURGH: 

A land is neither silence nor shame.

It is the gaudy tapestry of some red, red vest.

ROWAN:

Yet look - closely...

Out of the corner of your eye....

[sudden woodblock roll  fff  as her mouth moves silently to say:

the esplanade before the castle soaked in rain, you turn around to face me] 

....and the sky is red, red, Edinburgh-red.


