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\ We need space that is not designated as institutional space to be able to &

talk about the problems with and in institutions.
(Sara Ahmed, Living a Feminist Life, 2012, p. 10)
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What do you do when your wotld starts to fall apatt? I go for a walk,
and if ’m really lucky, I find mushtrooms. Mushrooms pull me back into
my senses, not just—like flowers—through their riotous colots and
smells but because they pop up unexpectedly, reminding me of the good
fortune of just happening to be thete. Then I know that there are still
pleasures amidst the terrots of indeterminacy.

(Anna Tsing, Mushroom at the End of the World 2016, p- 1
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Towards Academic Freedom for Africa in the 21st Century

Journal of Higher Education in Africa (2006)

In the universities in South Africa, as Amina Mama
atgues, instances of sexual abuse and gender violence
and their institutional and administrative tolerance have

been patt of everyday life.

Accompanied by the high HIV infection rates on many
campuses, this prevailing sexual politics, Mama argues,
‘not only threatens the academic freedom of individual
women and men but goes much further to threaten the
lives of students and faculty alike’.

In order to continue the radical work on gender and
sexuality which, in return, can help challenge and
transform the sexual politics on campuses, it is vital for
scholars to cultivate an engagement in activism not only
within but also beyond the academy.




Pereira thus concludes that if ' /

culture recognises epistemic/ ‘ we find ourselves in the situation when the pe.rforrnative a.cademic
simultaneously produces a status in productive work coming out of feminist scholarship, but
able to ... [pursue activities ‘community where so many scholats ate too tited and rushed to be
are facing a different beast. mentioned above such as reading, thinking ot field makipg], then we
epistemic status of feminist The key challenge [thus] may no longet be how to negotiate

scholarship, but something even more basic and foundational’:

how to guarantee that We“‘

and collectively, to do the| . - -
performative academy. have the working (and living) conditions to be able, individually

[feminist] work in the first place, both within and beyond the

choing Ahmed and Mama, Peteira argues that what is desperately needed, is to
Maria do Mar Pereira |

i olarship: , ,
Power, Knowledge and Femvinist Sch ? . create the space for encounter and exchange, and the time to step back from the manic

’ thythm of the everyday and question our working and living conditions. It is precisely
An Ethnography of Academia (2017) that space and time which can help us realise and remember that different academic
cultures, and different moods, are possible. ,

sick climate’ of ‘collective, communal and contagious\
intellectual depletion and emotional despondency’ |

feeling ... of physical exhaustion,
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the dangerous delight of seduction, in suspense, in the role of “eloper,” she is
Helen, somehow “outside.” But she cannot appropriate this “putside” (it is rane
that she even wants ity it is his outside: outside on the condition that it not be
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If there is 2 somewhere else that can escape the infernal repetition,
it lies in that direction, where it writes itself, where it dreams, where
it invent new worlds. And that is where I go. I take books; I leave
the real, colonial space; I go away. Often I go read in a tree. Far
from the ground and the shit. I don’t go and read just to read, to

} forgét — No! Not to shut myself up in some imaginary paradise. 1

|

|

I

am searching: somewhete there must be people who are like me in
, their rebellion and in their hope. Because I don’t despair: if I myself
Vo ﬂ shout in disgust, if I can’t be alive without being angty, there must

? be others like me. I don’t know who, but when I am big, I'll find

. them and I'll join them, I don’t yet know where.
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Environment > Nature

Fungus-foraging gangs stripping New
Forest of wild mushrooms

They are making as much as £2,500 a day by 'raiding National Park on industrial scale’

1000 ma
-iastern European mushroom
nobs: New Forest is stripped

yare by fungi rustlers |

Jamie Merrill | (1 Merdll | Friday 17

ANGERS patrolling the New Forest are oh high alert amid fears black market gangs - ‘
any thought to be Eastern Europeans - are stripping the beauty spot of its edible
Lshrooms.
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Campalgners say gangs openiy flout the rules

The Forest is being
exploited and trashed
Breckenhurst farmer Sara

and strip the cupboards bare, leaving nothing for
families on a day's outing to the forest who want
a few mushrooms as a mealtime treat

M — LEGENDS —

Cadoury
The gangs, thought to Include cheap labour in

IHE "Exr Evnl“"nl m ’ the form of EU immigranis, arrive by the v:n-
load. sneak into hidden glades in the woods and
A p E x UF BlmE nuYAlE plunder all the mushrooms, figeing before anyone spots them

Itis understood they then arange deals to supply unscrupulous hotel and restaurant kitchens
who charge a small fortune to serve up tasty treats on diners' plates.

ack markel mobs nav The gangmasters are making a fortune as some top London restaurants will pay more than £50

for Just 2ibs of wild mushreoms.
[he New Forest Assaciation (NFA) says there's g
wading and filching fungi to flog to posh hotels an

The court also heard from Brockenhurst farmer Sara Cadbury who said little had been done to
tackle the problem since she first raised the Issue five years ago

Mr Tarnoff spoke out at the monthly Court of Verderers who look afier the forest

She said mushrooms were an important cog in the natural fabric of the forest

Ms Cadbury added: "The Forest Is being exploited and trashed.”

Last year the Official Verderer, Dominic IMay, warned that gangs were plundering the Forest on
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